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Mission  gang  prevention 
efforts  are  failing 

Millions  being  spent  to  stop  youth  violence  is  having  little  impact 


Flower  power  supporters  win 
at  packed  commission  hearing 

Family-run  business  won’t  be  booted  out  by  bureaucrats 


By  David  MaurofF 

Millions  of  dollars  have  been  spent 
on  street  gangs  in  the  Mission 
District  They  have  become  as 
much  a part  of  the  identity  of  the  neigh- 
borhood as  the  Latino  culture,  hip  night- 
clubs, fine  dining  and  crime.  “Sponsoring” 
and  other  ways  of  working  with  gang- 
involved  youth  are  nothing  new,  as  street 
gangs  have  existed  in  San  Francisco  since 
the  1950’s. 

Community -based  organizations 
receive  grant-funded  dollars  to  work  with 
gang-involved  youth  and  are  another  dis- 
tinct and  abundant  feature  of  the  Mission 
landscape.  Gangs  change  to  meet  the 
social  and  economic  needs  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  community -based  organizations 
need  to  respond  and  adapt  to  these  changes 
in  order  to  be  effective.  Mission  non-prof- 
its are  not  meeting  the  challenge. 

Take  a stroll  down  Mission  Street  to 
24th  and  make  a left,  wander  down  to 
Potrero  Avenue  and  you’ll  have  walked 
through  at  least  half  a dozen  gang  territo- 
ries. Police  estimate  that  there  are  approx- 
imately 24  gangs  and  400-500  gang  mem- 
bers in  the  Mission.  As  you  pass  by,  some 


of  the  young  men  and  women  might  not 
even  look  your  way.  Others  might  take 
some  offense  and  determine  that  you  pose 
a threat,  based  on  your  ethnicity, 
wardrobe,  gender  or  age. 

The  Mission  is  loosely  defined  as  the 
blocks  between  14th  and  Cesar  Chave¿ 
Street  on  the  North  and  South,  and  Potrero 
and  Dolores  Street  on  the  East  and  West. 
Within  that  area,  there  are  at  least  30  non- 
profit organizations  serving  youth  For 
agencies  that  work  with  gangs,  a popular 
gang  prevention  and  intervention  tech- 
nique is  sometimes  called  “sponsorship,” 
where  youth  workers  personally  get  to 
know  gang  members  and  their  lifestyles. 
Sponsors  are  often  successful  working 
within  these  relationships,  but  this  can  lead 
to  other  problems. 

Sponsorship  strengthen  gangs 

Mission  social  service  organizations  have 
formed  special  relationships  with  particu- 
lar gangs.  RAP  (Real  Alternatives 
Program)  is  associated  with  Norteflo  (red) 
gangs.  Horizons  Unlimited  and  Columbia 
Park  Boys  & Girls  Club  are  often  associat- 
ed with  Sureño  (blue)  gangs.  Other  agen- 
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by  Victor  Miller 

After  a year  and  a half  of  being 
cited,  investigated  and  written  up 
by  various  city  agencies,  Carmen 
Ramirez  has  won  the  right  to  sell  flowers 
from  an  open  -air,  residentially  zoned  lot  at 
the  comer  of  23rd  and  Shotwell.  On  March 
18,  backed  by  over  100  supporters,  Mrs. 
Ramirez  received  unanimous  approval 
rrom  the  City  Planning  Commission  for  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit  that  will  allow  the 
family-run  Nuevo  Ramize  Flowers  to  stay 
open. 

What  almost  everyone  sees  as  a color- 
ful and  vibrant  part  of  the  Mission  com- 
munity has  been  assailed  by  a few  neigh- 
bors as  a violation  of  the  Planning  Code.  A 
transgression,  they  claim  will  increase 
crime,  destroy  the  environment,  damage 
nearby  architecturally  significant  build- 
ings and  be  the  spearhead  of  a commercial 
takeover  that  will  wreak  unimaginable 
havoc  on  their  lives.  Their  petition  to 
‘Keep  Our  Residential  Neighborhood 
Residential”  stated  in  part  “We  don’t  want 
to  be  evicted  from  our  flats  or  apartments 
to  make  room  for  stores.”  and  “We  don’t 
want  to  be  invaded  by  the  24th  Street  drug 
trade...”  got,  not  surprisingly,  one  hundred 


signatures.  However,  the  petition  never 
mentioned  Nuevo  Ramize  Flowers  by 
name,  much  less  explained  its  connections 
to  the  24th  Street  drug  trade  or  tenant  evic- 
tions. Nevertheless  it  was  used  as  proof  of 
community  opposition  to  Ramirez'  busi- 
ness. 

No  matter  how  far  fetched  these 
claims  were,  the  zoning  violation  was 
enough  for  city  inspectors  to  make  Carmen 
Ramirez’  life  miserable,  hauling  her 
before  one  board  or  commission  after 
another  and  issuing  orders  to  halt  her  “ille- 
gal” operation.  At  the  same  time,  other 
branches  of  city  government  were  perfect- 
ly willing  to  be  partners  in  crime,  collect- 
ing nearly  $5,000  of  her  hard  earned 
money  in  permit  fees  and  taxes. 

Ramirez’  plight  received  wide  spread 
media  attention  (you  read  it  here  first  of 
course).  Friends  and  neighbors  rallied  to 
her  support,  and  discovered  that  the 
Planning  Code  in  fact  allows  for  commer- 
cial plant  nurseries  in  residential  areas. 
Ramirez,  with  help  from  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association 
(MEDAX  applied  for  the  necessary 
Conditional  Use  Permit. 
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THERE  GOES  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD 


21st  & Harrison:  16  lofts  go  on  sale  for  $335,000- 
$385,000  on  what  has  been  a low-income  block.  12  units  sell 
in  2 weeks.  15  more  will  open  soon. 

19th  & Alabama:  Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School,  which  has  provided  job  skills  and  language  training  to 
immigrants  for  over  30  years,  is  forced  to  stop  holding 
fundraising  dances  by  noise  complaints  from  new  loñ  residents 

across  the  street. 

18th  & Folsom:  Developers  seek  permits  to  build  104 
lofts  on  an  otherwise  industrial  block,  displacing  five  auto  body 
shops,  a plumbing  warehouse  and  a moving  company  which 
together  employ  45  people,  mainly  immigrants. 


THE  "ARTISTS'  LIVE/WORK"  LAW 
HELPS  DEVELOPERS,  NOT 
ARTISTS. 

Loopholes  in  the  ordinance  --  passed  in  1988  to 
legalize  conversion  of  empty  factories  to  artists'  studios  --  have 
created  a construction  boom  in  luxury  loft  condos,  which  are 
rapidly  turning  mixed-use  and  industrial  parts  of  the  Mission, 
SOMA  and  Potrero  into  chic  residential  zones,  driving  small 
business,  jobs,  and  low-income  renters,  including  artists,  out. 

Developers  cite  the  City's  housing  crisis  to  justify 
building  residential  lofts  in  industrial  zones.  But  the  Planning 
Department's  latest  housing  study  shows  no  shortage  of 
market  rate  units:  the  crisis  is  in  affordable  family  housing. 
Lofts  - one  open  room  and  a mezzanine  - selling  for  an 
average  of  $400,000,  aren’t  affordable,  and  families  can't  live 
in  them.  Neither  can  seniors  or  the  disabled. 

In  1993,  the  City  approved  29  loft  units. 

In  1998,  it  approved  843. 

By  March  1,  1999,  1,400  new  lofts  were  pending. 

Lobbying  by  the  building  industry  and  well-placed  political 
contributions  have  kept  lofts  off  the  City  Hall  agenda. 

But  the  live/work  law  was  written  in  response  to  community 
demands,  and  it  can  be  changed  by  community  action. 

CALL  THE  MAYOR:  554-6141. 
DEMAND  A MORATORIUM  ON  LOFT 
CONSTRUCTION  NOW. 

For  information  on  how  to  tell  the  City  to  stop  loft  construction,  call  the 
Coalition  for  Jobs,  Arts  & Housing  291-8604  . 
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Meat  Market 

Monday-Saturday 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
Sunday 

11:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
2590  Mission  St. 

Phone: 

(415)  282-1030 

Casa  Maria 

Produce  Market 

“‘Rated  best  produce  in  the  Mission 
by  ‘Focus  Magazine’  ” 

Monday-Sunday 
6:30  am  - 7:00  pm 

1201  South  Van  Ness  Ave. 

Phone: 

(415)  641-0830 

Visit  our  wel>  Kite 

www.rilysrarch.rom/sfo/rasamaria 

CfiHe  L//?db* 

' Authentic  Chilean  Food 

open 

Tuesday  to  Thursday 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 
Friday:  9 am  to  10  pm 
Saturday 

11:30  am  - 5:00  pm 

2944  16th  Street 

Phone: 

(415)621-6108 

MtSS^ 

Fish  & Poultry 

Monday-Saturday 
8:30  am  -6:00pm 

2590  Mission  St. 

Phone: 

(415)  282-3331 
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Town  Hall  Meeting  wrestles  with  issues  of  affordability  and  liveability 

North  Mission  residents  want  a cleaner  and  safer  but  not  more  expensive  community 


Town  Hall  participants  signed  in  and  schmoozed  before  the  event.  Photo  by  Michael  Kushner 


suggested  “We  should  do  any  thing  we  can 
to  make  them  feel  uncomfortable  in  this 
neighborhood.”  Live/  work  construction, 
which  is  booming  in  the  North  Mission, 
was  seen  as  the  greatest  threat  to  afford- 
ability and  there  was  a general  apprehen- 
sion of  chain  stores  Sixteenth  Street's 
long  time  plague  of  drunks  and  drug 
addicts  dominated  the  crime  and  grime 
session. 

The  two  groups  then  reconvened  and 
everybody’s  ideas  about  everything  were 
posted  on  large  sheets  of  paper  taped  to  the 
walls  Colored  stickers  were  passed  out 
and  people  voted  by  affixing  a sticker  next 
to  their  preferences. 

The  winning  solutions  to  crime  and 
grime  problems  were:  transitional  housing 
for  the  homeless,  more  drug  treatment  and 
health  care  services  in  general  for  the 


neighborhood  street  population,  a better 
performance  from  the  police  department 
and  a fair  share  of  the  city’s  resources 

In  the  area  of  affordability,  the  three 
top  vote-getters  were  change  zoning  laws 
to  stop  live/work  construction  and  chain 
stores  from  moving  in,  keep  Latino  work- 
ing class  families  in  the  area  and  develop 
youth  mentonng  programs. 

The  neighborhood  association  now 
has  the  task  of  finding  ways  to  translate  the 
numbers  and  energy  from  the  Town  Hall 
meeting  into  ongoing  activism,  a fairly 
daunting  undertaking  for  an  all  volunteer 
organization  - but  one  that  is  off  to  a good 
start  Plenty  of  help  is  needed  If  you’re 
interested,  contact  the  North  Mission/16th 
Street  Neighborhood  Association  at  (415) 
332-5800x116. 


By  Victor  Miller 

The  rapid  transformation  of  San 
Francisco  into  a city  of  the  very  rich 
and  the  very  poor  has  been  a night- 
mare for  those  in  the  eroding  middle.  They 
are  squeezed  by  the  pressures  of  gentrifi- 
cation  coming  from  the  newly  anived 
class  of  upscale  digit  aran , and  at  the  same 
time  bear  the  brunt  of  the  social  problems 
resulting  from  a growing  population  of  the 
dispossessed  and  the  desperate.  Last 
month’s  North  Mission  Town  Hall 
Meeting  II  at  the  Roxie  Cinema  brought 
this  point  home  dramatically  and  provided 
a rare  example  of  the  lost  art  of  participa- 
tory democracy 


Organizers  had  expected  no  more  than 
75  to  100  people,  but  more  than  200 
attended.  By  and  large  they  were  folks 
from  the  middle  - neither  homeless  nor 
pulling  down  $90,000  a year  at  a high  tech 
job.  About  half  were  concerned  with  the 
neighborhood’s  vanishing  affordability 
and  the  other  half  with  the  area’s  long 
standing  problems  of  drug  dealing,  dirty 
streets  and  public  safety.  These  have  been 
the  recurrent  issues  of  the  16th  Street 
North  Mission  Neighborhood  Association 
that  organized  the  event  in  the  hope  of  get- 
ting some  direction  from  the  larger  com- 
munity While  the  Mission  is  replete  with 
community  organizations,  few  of  them 
ever  make  the  effort  to  gauge  public  opin- 
ion - much  less  set  their  priorities  by  it 
One  reason  for  this  is  that  large  open  meet- 
ings can  become  unwieldy  and  unproduc- 
tive, easily  degenerating  into  venting  ses- 
sions where  people  get  to  pour  out  their 
frustrations,  then  go  home  without  having 
agreed  upon  a given  course  of  action. 

Meeting  facilitators  representing  resi- 
dents, youth  and  businesses  had  structured 
things  to  avoid  this. 

They  each  gave  introductory  presenta- 
tions aimed  at  focusing  energy  on  identify- 
ing problems,  identifying  the  resources 
able  to  deal  with  the  problems  and  choos- 
ing two  or  three  solutions.  As  much  as  this 
sounds  like  plain- old  common  sense  it’s  no 
mean  feat  with  200  angry  activists  all  hot 
to  sound  off  about  either  a drunk  that  peed 
in  their  doorway  or  the  nervosa  of  living 
under  the  constant  threat  of  an  owner 
move-in  eviction. 

Janice  Belen,  who  owns  the  City  Club 
at  16th  and  Capp  (a  difficult  comer  to  say 
the  least)  said  she  was  fed  up  with  crime 
and  dug  trafficking  but  added,  “Together 
we  can  make  a difference.  The  neighbor- 
hood association  has  really  given  me 


hope.”  Belen  said  her  idea  of  gentrification 
was  clean  and  safe  streets 

Matt  Brown  of  St  Peters  Housing 
Committee,  a tenants’  rights  organization 
followed  this  up  with  a cautionary  note  “If 
we  think  of  sweeping  up  the  streets  and 
sweeping  people  off  the  streets,  you  have 
to  think  about  where  the  people  are  going 
to  go.” 


Carla,  an  artist  who  also  works  a full 
time  job,  felt  quality  of  life  issues  and 
affordable  housing  were  both  important,  “I 
sometimes  get  annoyed  when  people  say 
‘Oh  now  the  Mission’s  safe  to  walk  around 
in.”  But  I want  the  Mission  to  be  safe  for 
everyone  to  walk  around  in.  Why  should  I 
have  to  live  in  a neighborhood  where  I 
don’t  feel  safe." 

The  Town  Hall  meeting  broke  up  into 
two  separate  groups:  one  to  come  up  with 
solutions  directed  at  crime  and  gnme 
issues,  the  other  to  deal  with  affordability 
and  gentrification  concerns. 

In  the  affordability  group,  the  yuppie 
issue  was  hotly  debated.  One  participant 
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YOURSELF! 


Acting  for  beginners 

. Learn  the  basics  of  acting  in  a safe  & supportive  environment 
. Build  self-esteem,  confidence  & the  ability  to  speak  in  public 


Improvisation  Games 

Regain  the  sense  of  play  & spontaneity  you  lost  as  a kid 
Free  your  body,  lose  your  inhibitions  & express  your  true  nature 

Classes  in  Noe  Valley  & Fort  Mason 


Call  ACT  1 « 4 1 5-824-ACT1 
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Gang  prevention 

cíes  also  fall  into  similar  pattern  Youth 
and  adults  alike  know  about  these  relation- 
ships. Perceived  or  real,  they  do  exist  and 
are  not  the  solution  to  the  gang  problem  in 
our  community. 

A study  conducted  in  Los  Angeles  in 
the  1960's  looked  at  a gang  intervention 
program  and  its  effectiveness.  This  pro- 
gram used  sponsors  as  a way  to  build  rela- 
tionships and  work  directly  with  gangs. 
Sponsors  were  able  to  make  progress  with 
the  Operators  in  Los  Angeles,  setting  up 
regular  meetings  and  building  trust.  In  one 
example,  a worker  had  established  tight 
relationships  with  gang  members.  He  had 
“club”  meetings  weekly  and  took  the  kids 
on  field  trips.  The  program  looked  promis- 
ing, and  the  study  focused  on  crime  rates 
in  areas  with  and  without  “sponsored”  pro- 
grams to  gauge  their  impact. 

The  findings  came  as  a surprise  to 
many  people.  Crime  rates  increased  in 
areas  with  sponsors.  It  became  apparent 
that  setting  up  regular  meetings  and  giving 
gang  members  a venue  to  organize  was 
making  things  worse.  During  the  study,  the 
duties  of  the  worker  mentioned  above 
were  changed  and  all  group  activities  were 
ceased.  Afterwards,  there  was  a 50%  drop 
in  the  amount  of  time  members  hung  out 
together  in  the  park  and  streets  they  had 
gathered  in  before.  Many  gangs,  including 
those  in  the  Mission,  are  not  structured  to 
accommodate  formal,  regular  meetings 
and  group  activities.  Whereas  the  group 
has  a common  identity,  the  membership 
does  not  have  a rigid  framework.  In  these 
situations,  sponsors  make  gangs  stronger 

As  sponsors  and  social  service  work- 
ers become  closely  affiliated  with  gangs, 
they  and  their  agencies  can  reflect  the 
same  characteristics.  When  youth  see 
adults  and  programs  divided  along  the 
same  color  lines  and  attitudes  that  impact 
their  safety,  it  does  not  send  a positive 
message.  It  is  true  that  social  service  orga- 
nizations and  youth  face  the  same  prob- 
lems Territorial  lines  have  been  drawn 
and  they  regulate  what  transpires  in  certain 
areas.  Many  youth  workers  and  agencies 
accept  this  as  reality’  and  work  within  that 
framework.  Territory  (red,  blue,  24th 
Street,  Mission  Street,  etc.)  is  a basic  ten- 
ant of  gang  structure  in  the  Mission. 

Gang  programs  claim  turf 

Non-profit  organizations  must  work  out- 
side this  territorial  framework.  Societal 
and  economic  factors  affecting  youth  are 
constantly  changing.  In  addition,  the  needs 
and  interests  of  youth  are  constantly 
changing  It  is  time  to  take  a long  hard 
look  at  non-profits  and  the  way  they  work 
with  gangs  in  the  Mission.  Agency  territo- 
ries are  as  clearly  defined  as  many  gangs 
If  adults  can’t  work  together,  who  can 
blame  young  people  that  look  to  them  as 
role  models?  Even  gangs  adapt  their  rela- 
tionships to  protect  their  members  Groups 
that  shoot  each  other  on  the  street  form 
truces  once  incarcerated.  Gangs  won’t  go 
away  by  themselves  and  the  young  people 
involved  have  their  entire  lives  to  lead. 

It  is  intimidating,  but  current  gang 
prevention  and  intervention  programs 
must  be  evaluated  and  updated  to  reflect 
those  changes.  Several  steps  can  be  taken 
to  start  the  process: 

• Form  oversight  committees  of  youth, 
merchants,  residents,  police,  practi- 
tioners and  funders  that  will  hold 
agencies  accountable.  Agencies  that 
don’t  perform  should  be  de-funded.  A 
successful  case  is  Sunrise  Sidewalk 
Cleaners,  funded  through  the 

Enterprise  Community  by  the 

Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  In  the  beginning  of  the 
grant  process,  monthly  meetings  were 
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COMMMUNITY  COUNSELING  CENTER 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  INTERNS  PROVIDING  INDIVIDUAL, 
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■ Capoeira  teens  train  FREE! 
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held  to  review  the  program.  This 
made  the  agency  accountable  and  the 
program  stronger. 

• Assess  community  needs  and  services 
that  are  available  now,  not  services 
that  have  been  available  in  the  past 
Most  importantly,  ask  gang-involved 
youth  what  their  needs  and  interests 
are  and  use  that  feedback  to  develop 
new,  innovative  programs 

• Use  the  assessment  to  make  sure  there 
are  programs  operate  seven  days  a 
week,  especially  in  the  evening.  The 
Delancey  Street  Foundation  received 
funding  to  overhaul  the  juvenile  jus- 
tice system  in  San  Francisco.  As  part 
of  that  effort,  Delancey  is  facilitating 
meetings  to  bring  groups  serving 
teens  and  gang-involved  youth  togeth- 
er. The  process  is  moving  along  but 
continually  hampered  because  all 
invited  agencies  do  not  attend  and 
contribute.  Organizations  are  reluc- 
tant to  commit  on  paper. 

• Break  down  territorial  boundaries 
between  agencies  by  working  within 
each  other’s  facilities;  transport  youth 
around  and  outside  the  neighborhood 
together.  Make  their  presence  felt 
throughout  the  community. 

• Be  proactive  instead  of  reactive;  avoid 
forming  groups  every  time  a new 
issue  arises.  Instead  of  rallying  round 
an  isolated  incident,  respond  as  a uni- 
fied entity.  For  example,  the  West 
Mission  Collaborative  is  meeting  to 
address  a recent  incident  at  Mission 
Playground  where  a Park  & Rec 
employee  was  assaulted.  Two  years 
ago  Mission  Playground  was  being 
overrun  by  gang  members  and  the 
problem  was  resolved.  This  time,  the 
problem  could  have  been  avoided  if 
earlier  successful  efforts  were  main- 
tained. 

• Use  current  relationships  to  develop 
innovative  programs  RAP  and 
Horizons  have  a wealth  of  experience 
and  contacts,  areas  where  other  agen- 
cies and  communities  across  the 
United  States  dealing  with  this  prob- 
lem are  lacking  Although  the  gang 
problem  still  exists,  use  that  experi- 
ence to  develop  new  prevention  and 
intervention  strategies  involving  the 
entire  community 

• Expand,  refine  and/or  link  current 
efforts  that  are  working,  i.e  Sunrise 
Sidewalk  Cleaners,  Mission  Youth 
Coalition,  One  Less  Gun,  Chemo 
Task  Force  and  Latinism. 


The  gang  problem  still  exists  in  the 
Mission.  As  summer  approaches,  the 
weather  warms  up  and  days  get  longer, 
problems  could  potentially  ^worsen. 
Community-based  organizations  must 
work  together  effectively  to  ensure  youth 
have  the  opportunity  to  lead  safe,  healthy 
and  productive  lives.  Red  and  blue  should 
not  divide  non-profits. 

Editors  note:  David  Mauroff  is  an  employ- 
ee of  Columbia  Park  Boys  & Girls  Clubs, 
member  of  Boys  & Girls  Clubs  of 
America’s  National  Youth  Gang  Advisory 
Committee  and  a Mission  resident.  These 
articles  are  designed  to  raise  awareness  of 
issues  surrounding  gangs  in  the  Mission. 
The  intent  is  not  to  cause  further  divisions 
among  non-profits,  but  to  examine  current 
efforts  and  see  how  we  can  work  together 
in  a more  productive  manner.  Future  arti- 
cles will  focus  on  gang  structure  (corpo- 
rate, territorial  and  scavenger),  social 
needs  and  effective  intervention  and  pre- 
vention strategies. 
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Flower  power  Continued  from  page  1 


A full  house 

This  was  the  issue  before  the  Planning 
Commission  on  March  18.  It  proved  to  be 
a long  afternoon  for  all  concerned.  The 
twenty  or  so  in  the  anti-flower  group  took 
seats  inside  the  claustrophobic  packed-to- 
rafters  hearing  room.  The  one  hundred 
plus  pro-flower  forces  sat  on  the  frigid 
marble  floors  outside  in  the  hall.  Watching 
proceedings  on  big  screen  TV  in  the  over- 
flow room  two  floors  below  was  emotion- 
ally deadening  and  appealed  to  no  one 
Both  sides  were  forced  to  wait  in  varied 
discomfort  for  nearly  four  hours,  while 
Marina  residents  duked  it  out  with  Rite 
Aid  developers  before  the  Commission. 
All  but  one  of  the  eleven  Horace  Mann 
Academic  Middle  School  students,  who 
had  brought  along  a nice  pro-flower  ban- 
ner, had  to  leave  (as  did  several  other  peo- 
ple with  kids  and  jobs).  Finally,  Ramirez’ 
case  was  heard  at  about  5pm  - by  which 
time  a sense  of  irritation  prevailed  among 
those  remaining. 

Planning  Department  staff  member 
Jim  Miller  told  the  commissioners  that 
Nuevo  Ramize  Flowers  was  a ‘flower 
shop'  not  a ‘nursery*  and  that,  even  if  con- 
verted to  a nursery,  would  not  be  a viable 
business.  He  said  that  the  business,  operat- 
ing at  that  location,  would  compromise  the 
integrity  of  existing  zoning  laws  and  that  it 
should  relocate  to  24th  Street.  Ultimately, 
his  report  recommended  disapproval 
Lisette  Hernandez  of  MEDA,  then  gave  a 
comprehensive  overview  of  the  pertinent 
section  of  the  Planning  Code  and  argued,  it 
turned  out  persuasively,  that  Nuevo 
Ramize  Flowers  in  fact  did  constitute  a 
nursery  and  therefore  should  be  granted  a 
Conditional  Use  Permit. 

Hernandez  treated  each  issue  the 
opposition  had  thoroughly,  even  producing 
traffic-flow  studies  and  crime  statistics 
that  showed  the  majority  of  Nuevo  Ramize 
customers  were  walk-ins  and  that  crime  in 
the  immediate  area  was  actually  down  fifty 
percent  since  the  flower  business  opened 
MEDA  had  also  helped  Ramirez  develop  a 
business  plan  and  apply  for  a state  nursery 
license 

Carmen  Ramirez  followed  with  an 
emotional  appeal:  “Look  at  my  business 
and  how  beautiful  it  is,  how  clean  it  is 
there.  We  don’t  cause  problems  in  the  area. 
It  is  only  me  and  my  husband  working  to 
support  our  family.  It's  beautiful  for  my 
family  and  for  my  neighborhood."  On 
these  emotional  issues  the  Planning  Code 
was  silent  but  these  were  the  reasons  so 
many  people  had  given  up  their  afternoon. 

Several  speakers  testified  about  the 
positive  contribution  the  Ramirez  family 
made  to  the  community  and  about  60  sup- 
porters remained  for  the  whole  grueling 
session. 

Smith  drug  Malm 

Opposition  testimony  began  on  a nasty 
note  with  Sam  Kowarski,  who  talked 
about  how  neighbors  have  worked  hard  to 
improve  and  upgrade  the  area  He  said, 
“The  Nuevo  Ramize  Flower  shop  is  only 
the  best  face  of  several  illegal  businesses 
trying  to  cash  in  on  the  hard  work  of  these 
neighbors.”  A young  man  named  Peter 
compared  Mrs.  Ramirez  use  of  a residen- 


tially zoned,  three-car  lot  to  landlords  use 
of  the  Ellis  Act  to  evict  tenants  by  remov- 
ing rental  property  from  the  market. 

Another  opposition  speaker  was  Eric 
Noble.  In  January  Noble  had  spent  most  of 
an  afternoon  spying  on  and  photographing 
people  at  a fund  raising  barbecue  for  Mrs. 
Ramirez  at  Cesar  Chavez  School.  When 
confronted  Noble  claimed  to  work  for  a 
newspaper,  when  asked  which  one  he 
demanded  to  know  if  a permit  had  been 
obtained  for  the  barbecue  Noble’s  presen- 
tation to  the  Planning  Commission,  on  the 
proper  application  of  Condition  Use 
Permits  did  not  include  any  of  that  photo- 
documentary work. 

Irving  Rosenthal,  a long  time  resident 
of  Kaliflower  Commune  directly  across 
the  street  from  Nuevo  Ramize  Flowers 
shared  his  unusual  view  of  crime  with  the 
commissioners.  He  said.  “There  has  been  a 
new  element  of  drug  use  hiding  among  the 
greater  pedestrian  traffic.”  Commission 
President  Anita  Theoharis,  not  thinking 
she'd  heard  him  correctly  asked  Rosenthal 
“Let  me  understand  this  - are  you  saying 
that  the  drug  dealers  can  hide  behind  the 
pedestrians  going  to  the  flower  shop?” 
When  he  confirmed  this,  Theoharis  had  to 
silence  the  laughter  and  catcalls  that  fol- 
lowed. Rosenthal  also  insisted  that  catego- 
rizing Nuevo  Ramize  Flowers  as  a nursery 
would  allow  other  businesses,  such  as  fem 
bars  to  do  the  same.  Dennis  Rubenstein 
saw  the  matter  as  cut  and  dry  “New  busi- 
nesses should  be  on  commercial  streets.”  - 
simple  inflexible  enforcement  of  the  rules 
that  most  neighbors  had  made  clear  they 
didn’t  believe  applied  in  this  case. 

Opponents,  who  had  made  such  a fuss 
about  strong  neighborhood  ties  found  it 
necessary  to  bring  in  three  speakers  from 
outside  the  Missioa  One  was  a representa- 
tive of  the  Coalition  of  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods,  another  was  Carolyn 
Blair,  a North  Beach  resident,  and  the  third 
was  a Bayview  homeowner  who  later 
admitted  “I’m  here  because  I owe  these 
guys  a favor.” 

Commissioners  Theoharis  and  Hector 
Chinchilla  had  both  visited  Nuevo  Ramize 
Flowers  and  seen  a plant  nursery,  an 
allowable  use.  Chinchilla,  who  grew  up  a 
block  away  from  23rd  and  Shotwell  point- 
ed out  that  the  “concrete  slab"  had  never  in 
his  memory  been  used  for  anything  but 
auto  repair,  the  flower  business  was  a def- 
inite improvement.  He  said  “We  can  come 
to  a middle  ground.  We  grant  conditional 
use  permits  every  day  and  when  we  see 
issues  raised  by  neighbors  we  impose  con- 
ditions " When  Planning  Director  Gerald 
Green  insisted  “on  some  response  to  our 
finding.”  Chinchilla  responded  ”Any 
opportunity  to  allow  people  to  be  econom- 
ically self  derterming  is  desirable.” 

The  Commission  voted  unanimously 
to  grant  Mrs.  Ramirez  the  permit  with  the 
conditions  that  an  adjacent  residential  unit 
is  not  used  for  business  purposes,  hours  of 
operation  are  restricted,  the  sidewalk  is 
kept  clear  and  a state  nursery  license  is 
obtained 

The  Ramirez  family  appears  to  be  out 
of  the  woods  but  their  case  points  out  a 
true  lack  of  civility  and  sense  of  communi- 
ty in  the  Mission.  Getting  the  law  on 
somebody  you  disagree  with  seems  to  be 
an  increasingly  popular  first  course  of 


action,  instead  of  working  things  out. 
There  has  never  been  a broad,  grass  roots 
organization  to  deal  with  the  potential  con- 
flicts of  a tremendously  diverse  neighbor- 
hood. While  the  institutions  of  city  gov- 
ernment are  in  theory  open  to  public  par- 


ticipation, they  are  not  in  practice  user 
friendly.  It  is  a Kafkaesque,  infuriating 
process  of  wrangling  with  bureaucrats, 
inspectors  and  boards  and  the  result  is  peo- 
ple like  the  Ramirez  family,  even  if  they 
eventually  win,  go  through  Hell 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 
Mexican  Cultural  Center 
Mexican  General  Consulate 

PRESENT: 

Delirios  e Ilusiones 

An  Exhibit  of  Mexican  Paintings  and  Prints: 

April  8th  - May  15th,  1999 

Reception:  Thursday,  April  8th  at  6:30pm 
Admission  $2.00 

Seventy-Five  Contemporary  Mexican  Artists,  including: 
Rivera,  Orozco,  Siqueiros,  Tamayo,  Cuevas,  Toledo,  Merida,  Posada. 
Zuniga,  Zalee,  Coronel.  Anguiano 


& “Landscape  from  Mexico” 

Paintings  and  Prints  by:  Juan  Berruecos  - Inti  Raymi  Galllery 
Lecture  on  Mexican  Painting  in  the  20th  Century 
Masters  José  Luis  Cuevas  & Juan  Berruuecos 
Friday  - April  9th  at  7:00pm  - Admission:  $5.00 

Sponsors  Chancellor  Hold.  Taquería  El  Toro  & Pancho  Villa 
Wheelchair  accessible  - Gallery  Hours.  - Monday  - Saturday  10.00am  - 5.00pm 
2868  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco  - Information  (415)  82J-1 155 


April  1-30 


Paranoia  and 
Fantasy 

Artists 
Reception 
& Slideshow 

Sat.  April  17 
5 to  8 pm 


Myths  from 
the  Boondocks 


Sun.  Apr.  18,  2-4  pm 

"Tastes  of  Oaxaca" 
Reception 

Food  sample  teasers  for  culinary 
& cultural  tour  of  Oaxaca 
Laurie  McKenzie  - culinary  guide 


En^*ANT^da 

GALLERY  OF  FINE  ARTS 


904  Valencia  St.@  20th 

Hours:  Tues.-Sun.  12-6pm, 
Fri.-Sat.  12- 8pm 

Ph.  (415)  642-3939 
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Support  the  Arts 

through 

San  Francisco’s 


VOLUNTARY 


ARTS 


VACF  is  a program  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

For  more  information 
caU  (415)  554-6710 


WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE 


to  the 

PUBLIC 

MOM -SAT 

1185  I5™st  AT 6UEREEE0  864-3001  9am  6pm 

VISIT  EVA'S  URBAN  FARM  FOR: 

The  SWOT  and  the  CHASER 

( Farm  fresh  WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE  & free  REIUVELAC' 
Plus  we  sell  flats  of  wheat  GRASS 

OealW  tiAPpy  violin  1z  cw, 

/vnon-WED  &>  F52.1  4pM-£)PM 


WHEAT  GRASS  JUICE 
m FREE  RE JUVELAC 

SINGLE  DOUBLE  TRIPLE 


2oe  3o z $iSo  (>oz 


W ww.  city  search . com  / sfo  / uoheatgrass 
www.  wheat  grass  messenger,  com 


Need  help 
fixing  up 
your  home? 


Can’t  afford 
the  cost 
of  repairs? 


If  you  live  in  a one  or  two  unit  building  and 
your  income  is  within  certain  guidelines, 
you  may  qualify  for  up  to  $50,000  per  unit  in 
City-sponsored  loans. 


0 - 3 % LOANS 

Available  through  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing 
and  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 


For  more  information,  call  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(415)  864-6432,  extension  3l£ 

Se  habla  Español 


Nuestra  Gente  and  Gentrification 


By  David  Aldape 

A couple  of  Saturdays  ago.  I ran  into 
some  community  organizers  who 
are  part  of  the  younger  generation. 
They  were  full  of  energy  and  idealism,  and 
told  me  about  an  upcoming  anti-gentrifica- 
tion  march.  I got  very  passionate  because  I 
saw  myself  in  them,  30  to  35  yeare  ago  I 
was  proud  to  witness  their  fervor,  their 
strong  belief,  and  above  all  their  enthusi- 
asm. I hope  they  won’t  make  any  of  the 
same  mistakes  I did,  when  I was  a young 
community  organizer. 

I have  witnessed  much  in  35  years  in 
the  Mission.  I’ve  seen  ‘em  come  and  go: 
social  service  agencies  who  serve  Nuestra 
Gente  (Latino/Raza  people);  politicians 
that  represent  institutions  that  impact 
Nuestra  Gente;  businesses  that  cater  to 
Nuestra  Gente;  and,  grass  roots  organiza- 
tions which  advocate  on  behalf  of  Nuestra 
Gente. 

Back  in  the  ‘60s,  we  formed  the 
Mission  Coalition  Organization  (MCO). 
We  were  working  together  and  were 
involved  from  a position  of  equity.  Nuestra 
Gente  had  equal  power  with  others  and 
governed  themselves.  Today,  either  we’re 
taken  for  granted,  or  ignored  because  of 
fragmentation.  Now,  it  seems  that  every- 
body that  can  help  make  a difference 
instead  wants  to  be  the  so-called  broker. 
Unfortunately,  some  politicians  and  indi- 
viduals know  exactly  how  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  situation. 

I wanted  to  tell  these  younger  com- 
munity activists  that,  perhaps,  gentrifica- 
tion  is  not  the  enemy.  That  the  ‘enemy’ 
could  be  the  very  non-profits  located  right 
here  in  the  neighborhood,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  helping  Nuestra  Gente  The 
Mission  is  changing:  Anglos  developing 
Live/work  space,  Asians  buying  business- 
es in  the  Mission,  or  outsiders  moving  in 
to  cater  to  the  North  East  Mission 
Industrial  Zone  multi-media  explosion. 
What  can  be  done? 

First  of  all,  we  need  to  reassess  orga- 
nizations like  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC),  and 
Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MEDA),  as  well  as  others. 
For  example,  MHDC  has  done  much  for 
Nuestra  Gente,  but  they  are  currently  one 
of  the  biggest  landlords  in  the  Mission  and 
after  25  years  of  managing  rental  proper- 
ties, they  haven’t  provided  many  opportu- 
nities for  property  ownership.  Nuestra 
Gente  are  still  primarily  renters,  subject  to 
all  the  uncertainties  of  that  position. 

Nuestra  Gente  need  to  own  a “piece  of 
the  rock,”  in  the  Mission  District  Home 


Guest 
Opi on 


ownership  opportunities  should  have  been 
and  more  so  now  should  be  a priority  for 
Nuestra  Gente.  This  generation  of  commu- 
nity activists  could  rally  Nuestra  Gente  to 
picket  and  demonstrate  against  the  Mayor, 
to  demand  funds  for  home  ownership  and 
business  property  ownership  programs  in 
the  Mission. 

Secondly,  Nuestra  Gente  are  the 
biggest  consumers  of  rental  housing,  food 
and  groceries,  transportation  services,  etc., 
and  the  next  generation  of  community 
organizers  should  show  Nuestra  Gente 
how  their  consumer  habits  equals  real  eco- 
nomic power.  Not  only  can  we  force  com- 
petitiveness with  our  hard -earned  dollars; 
we  can  also  force  political  actions  and 
decisions.  These  are  direct  ways  of  fight- 
ing against  gentrification 

Generally,  politicians  won’t  help 
unless  the  community  is  organized  and 
clear  about  what  it  needs  and  wants.  Most 
social  service  agencies  won’t  be  able  to 
help,  because  of  a "lack  of  funding,”  “lack 
of  staffing,”  administrative  impotence,  or 
some  other  bullshit  excuse.  Nuestra  Gente 
need  today ’s  community  activists  to  devel- 
op a plan  - then  just  do  it  At  the  same 
time,  we  should  expose  those  non-profit 
agencies  that  may  be  out  of  compliance 
simply  because  they  could  be  in  collusion 
with  the  private  sector,  and  profiting  by 
Nuestra  Gente  and  their  needs. 

That,  I believe,  is  the  way  to  attack 
gentrification.  Idealism  is  just  that  - ideal- 
ism, we  need  to  empower  people  and  get 
them  to  the  table  to  work  out  solutions  for 
each  other. 

I am  skeptical  about  some  Anglos 
and  people  from  other  ethnic  or  racial 
groups,  but  I’m  also  skeptical  about  some 
Latinos.  There  are  vendidos  in  every 
group.  However,  there  are  also  a lot  of 
very  beautiful  people-  from  all  walks  of 
live  who  just  want  to  do  right  by  the  com- 
munity. 

Viva  Nuestra  Causa  Hermanos  y 
Hermanas. 

David  Aldape  was  Staff  Director  of  the 
Mission  Coalition  during  the  late  1960s. 


DR.  M*S.  PUREWAL 

OPTOMETRIST 


Years  of  Professional  Experience 
Eye  Examination 

All  Types  of  Contact  Lenses  • Large  Selection  of  Frames 
Se  Habla  Español 
Insurance  & Medical  Accepted 

3130  24th  Street 

San  Francisco 

648-2777 

y*** 


New  Mission  News 


APRIL  1999  7 


Hey.  Thank  YotA 

Editor, 

I thoroughly  enjoyed  reading  your 
story  about  the  San  Francisco  Children’s 
Chorus  in  the  March  issue  of  the  New 
Mission  News.  You  did  a wonderful  job  of 
summarizing  the  history  of  the  chorus  and 
capturing  the  spirit  of  our  special  concert. 
I attended  the  concert  yesterday  and  it  was 
great  fun! 

All  of  us  at  Community  Music  Center 
take  great  pride  in  musical  experiences 
shared  by  the  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  Children’s  Chorus.  Thank  you 
for  sharing  it  with  New  Mission  News 
readers. 

Claire  Harmon, 

Community  Music  Center 


Say  it  ain't  so.  Joe 

Editor, 

The  Residential  Builders  Association 
recently  ran  a full-page  ad  in  your  paper, 
denying  that  it  evicts  tenants  to  build 
“live/work”  lofts.  This  is  a smoke  screen; 
the  same  one  RBA  President  Joe 
OvDonoghue  regularly  puts  forth  at 
Planning  Commission  hearings.  He  is 
denying  a charge  that  loft  opponents  have 
never  made;  to  evade  one  the  RBA  doesn’t 
want  to  answer.  Builders  don’t  evict  ten- 
ants: they  build  lofts  after  developers  buy 
buildings  and  empty  them,  as  happened  at 
3121  20th  Street,  where  a srngle -family 
home  was  demolished  Or  2130  Harrison, 
where  a motorcycle  shop  was  displaced, 
and  965  Folsom,  where  a web  designer 
was  forced  out. 

The  issue  is  larger  than  ‘evictions.’  It 
is  about  displacement  (both  direct  and 
indirect)  of  artists  and  small  businesses  by 
soaring  rents  and  land  prices.  It’s  also 

about  the  conflicts  that  new  residents  have 
with  noise,  truck  traffic,  etc.  When  indus- 
trial areas  in  SOMA,  the  Mission,  Potrero 
Hill  and  the  3rd  Street  corridor  are  invad- 
ed by  market-rate  loft  condos,  whether 
lofts  are  built  on  empty  sites,  or  in  con- 
verted factory  buildings,  the  effect  is  the 
same.  The  South  of  Market  Foundation 
has  documented  almost  1,000  jobs  lost  to 
SOMA  loft  development  since  1995. 

Displacement  happens  because 
live/work  lofts  can  be  built  in  industrial 
zones  (off-limits  to  conventional  housing) 
subject  to  industrial,  instead  of  residential 
building  codes,  which  makes  construction 
cheap.  The  1988  “artists’  live/wotk  law,” 
which  legalized  conversion  of  vacant  fac- 
tories to  live-in  studios,  makes  no  provi- 
sion for  enforcing  the  “work”  requirement, 
so  lofts  are  marketed  to  non-artists  as  the 
latest  trend  in  urban  living.  Lofts  are  used 
as  residences,  but  builders  do  no  provide 
any  affordable  units  or  pay  school  district 
taxes.  The  RBA  uses  heavy  pressure  tac- 
tics arxl  hefty  political  contributions  to 
keep  this  profitable  loophole  open  We 
invite  your  readers  to  go  to  the  Ethics 
Commission  Files  and  take  a close  look  at 
RBA  political  contributions. 

Mr.  O’Donoghue  boasts  that  lofts 
solve  the  city’s  housing  crisis.  One  bed- 
room lofts  are  not  inhabitable  by  families, 
seniors  or  disabled  people.  They  sell  for  an 
average  of  $434,000  and  rent  for  and  aver- 
age of  $2,870  (according  to  Lofts 
Unlimited’s  published  prices),  prices  that 
are  affordable  only  to  a lucky  few. 

The  Coalition  for  Jobs,  Arts  & 
Housing  (the  “no-growth  grouches” 
referred  to  in  the  RBA  ad)  calls  for  a mora- 
torium on  loft  construction  until  the 
live/work  law  is  repaired 

Joan  Holden, 

The  Coalition  for  Jobs,  Arts  & 
Housing 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Who  was  that  masked  manP 

Editor. 

“You  Call  That  (an)  Art  (icle)”  written 
by  Silicon  Satan  in  the  March  1999  issue 
on  the  subject  of  Mission  Murals  may  be 
seen  by  your  editors  as  the  consummate 
spoof,  but  for  this  reader  from  Sacramento 
it  was  a ‘gotcha  \ Never  having  seen  your 
paper  before,  1 had  no  idea  of  your  politics 
or  point  of  view.  When  shown  this  article, 
I was  enraged  by  its  arrogance,  particular- 
ly since  it  was  shown  to  me  by  others  who 
know  the  Mission  well  and  were  taking  the 
column  seriously.  Only  after  some  time, 
when  someone  pointed  out  that  this  was 
just  a “spoof."  did  it  occur  to  me  that  per- 
haps it  was  someone’s  warped  sense  of 
humor. 

Many  of  your  readers,  in  my  opinion, 
will  never  know  that  this  was  not  written 
seriously.  That  is  too  bad  as  the  article  is 
very  disrespectful  to  the  memory  of  Chuy 
Campusano,  the  people  who  live  in  the 
Mission  and  the  artists  whose  work  makes 
the  Mission  area  a destination  for  people 
from  all  over  the  world  to  come  and  see.  In 
fact,  there  is  an  endless  quantity  of  this 
thrashing  style  of  writing  that  pompously 
occurs  on  a daily  basis  in  the  US  press 
molding  and  controlling  the  thoughts  of  an 
unsuspecting  public. 

Respectfully,  I suggest  that  you  weigh 
the  plusses  and  minuses  of  sucfT  an  editor- 
ial policy  for  your  future  issues. 

Sincerely  yours, 

James  Prigoff 

Sili  Satan 

Editor, 

Excuse  me  but  I take  offense  at  your 
Silicon  Satan  section.  It  fans  the  flames  of 
fascist  hatred  towards  a severely  stereo- 
typed group.  Why  doesn't  the  writer  sign 
his  name?  Otherwise  I love  the  New 
Mission  News. 

Peace  and  love, 

Stan 

Hot  sauce  lor  Taco  Hell  whiner 

Editor, 

In  response  to  “Taco  Hell,”  the  para- 
noid, hypersensitive,  blabbering  piece  by 
Antonio  Perales  Fierro: 

Making  fun  of  someone’s  accent, 
clothing  or  culture  does  not  automatically 
translate  into  being  a racist.  True,  these  are 
ways  in  which  racism  manifests  itself.  But 
faking  an  accent  or  making  a snide  remark 
about  an  ethnic  dish,  does  not  automatical- 
ly make  one  a racist  I make  fun  of  my 
mother  and  father’s  accents  on  a regular 
basis.  Will  you  now  tell  me  that  I have  no 
regard  for  my  own  culture,  my  ethnic  her- 
itage, and  my  history? 

I am  a first  generation  immigrant  to 
this  country.  I spoke  not  a word  of  English 
when  my  parents  moved  here  from  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1979  I was  ridiculed  and 
beaten  in  school  not  only  because  of  my 
lack  of  English  language  skills,  but  also 
because  my  parents  could  not  afford  to 
dress  me  in  decent  clothes. 

It  hurt  for  a while,  both  physically  and 


emotionally,  but  I am  an  adult  now  and 
able  to  have  a sense  of  humor  about  the 
place  where  I come  from  (there’s  some 
immigrant  grammar  for  you),  my  culture, 
even  my  personal  struggles 

Hey  Tony,  have  childhood  traumas 
left  you  so  nddled  with  insecurity  that  you 
are  not  able  to  see  the  humor  in  a little 
Chihuahua  pining  after  tacos?  Get  over  it. 
Get  help,  if  need  be 

Based  on  the  fact  that  I now  look  and 
sound  like  any  other  “young,  white  male,” 
will  you  now  tell  me  that  I have  no  regard 
for  the  plight  of  the  minority?  If  so,  you 
are  ignorant,  self-centered  and  more  of  a 
racist  than  most 

Did  you  know  that  European  persecu- 
tion and  oppression  of  the  Jew  s goes  much 
farther  back  than  European  persecution  of 
the  native  peoples  of  Africa  and  the 
Americas?  Until  after  World  War  II,  we’ve 
never  even  had  a homeland  to  reference 
back  to,  Tony. 

Do  you  care?  Or  is  the  color  of  one’s 
skin  all  that  matters9 

My  girlfriend  constantly  harasses  me 
about  the  quantities  of  pickled  things  and 
cabbage  in  my  diet  Does  this  mean  that 
she  does  not  truly  love  me?  I make  fun  of 
the  fact  that  she  has  more  body  hair  than 
some,  as  a good  many  Latin  women  do 
This  MUST  mean  I am  a racist.  A racial 
stereotype,  after  all,  is  a racial  stereotype  - 
right? 

Why  then  am  I living  with  her  and 
helping  to  provide  for  her  daughter  of 
Mexican  heritage?  Why  are  we  going  to  be 
married?  Is  it  all  a he,  Tony? 

We  live  in  a wonderful,  magical  place. 
The  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  is  a tiny  bas- 


tion of  understanding  and  harmony,  in  a 
vast  world  of  hate  and  ignorance  Not  that 
there  isn’t  any  racism  here  There  is  But 
here,  we  are  beyond  the  need  for  paranoid, 
alarmist  rhetoric  Here,  we  can  get  more 
done  with  a Little  humor,  and  by  acknowl- 
edging each  other's  little  idiosyncrasies, 
than  by  being  defensive  and  hostile  toward 
one  another 

Congratulations.  Tony  You've  done  a 
great  deal  for  race  relations  all  in  the  name 
of  fostering  understanding  and  harmony  in 
your  work  place  and  community  But  you 
have  alienated  your  co-worker,  who  clear- 
ly did  not  mean  any  harm,  your  manager, 
and  myself,  a member  of  the  Mission  com- 
munity and  someone  who  was  beaten  up 
on  a regular  basis  because  I was  different 

Peter  Glikshtem 

PS:  You  disgrace  the  memory  of  the 
black  man  that  lost  his  life  in  Texas  by 
suggesting  that  what  happened  to  him.  a 
gruesome  hate  crime,  was  somehow  a 
result  of  Taco  Bell  commercials  You 
should  be  ashamed  of  y ourself. 

That  man  didn’t  die  because  of  some 
racial  stereotype  He  died  because  there 
are  people  out  there  who  still  judge  a per- 
son’s wroth  by  the  color  of  their  skin  and 
fear  anything  or  anyone  that’s  different 
than  them,  qualities  which  you  too  exhibit, 
albeit  to  a lesser  degree  than  the  red-neck 
(whoops,  another  racial  stereotype)  who 
drove  that  truck. 

Oh,  and  by  the  way,  has  it  ever 
occurred  to  you  that  by  saying  “African 
American"  you  are  indirectly  suggesting 
that  the  individual  to  whom  you  are  refer- 
ring is  less  than  a non-African  American, 
or  do  you  just  go  with  what’s  politically 
correct  right  now? 


3369  mission  street  (directly  across  from  Safeway  at  30th) 


Compost  your  grass,  leaves  and  kitchen  scraps  into  rich  soil  for  your  house  plants  or  garden 

One  Day  Only 
Composting  & Worm  Bin  Sale 

Saturday,  APRIL  IOth,  9am-3pm 

^ Sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 

The 

Wriggly 
“TWranch 


• Cash,  check  or  V ISA/Mastercard 
Offer  for  San  Francisco  residents  with  valid  ID 
Until  two  bins  per  household 


THE  EARTH  MACHIHE 

• Convenient,  no  turning  required  • JV  tall  » 38'  In  diameter 

• Easy,  snap-together  assembly  • Big  enough  tor  a family  of  five 

• Enclosed  design,  locking  lid  • Includes  FREE  composting  book 

• Easy  harvesting  through  sliding  door  • Light  a easy  to  carry-fits  Into  any  car 


RECYCUNG 

Call  llic  Rotllnc 

285-7585 
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California  Pacific  Medical  Center 

t?  Women’s 


\\>C. 

\ Davies 


are 


Davies  Campus 


Presents  a Special  Program 

“ Straight  Talk  about 
Bladder  Control  for  Women  ” 

Saturday,  April  17 
9:00  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m. 

featuring 

Leslie  Kardos,  M.D.  • Cindy  Grijalva,  M.D. 
Janice  Luft  R.N.,  N.P. 

What  can  go  Wrong  and  Why? 

Diagnosis  and  Evaluation 
How  to  Talk  with  your  Physician 
Treatment  Options:  Medication,  Biofeedback 
Exercises  and  Devices 

For  further  information  or  to  RSVP  please  call 

(415)  565-6567 

„ Qlifornia 

Epic 

MEDICAL  CENTER 
A Suiter  Health  Affiliate 


If 


CINCO  DE  MAYO 
CELEBRATION 


SUNDAY  MAY  3 
AFTER  THE  PARADE 
JOIN  US  FOR  A SPECIAL 
MEXICAN  SHOW 

UVA  LUNA  & HER  DIVAS 
SHOW  AT  5PM 
SPECIAL  GUESTS 
SPECIAL  DRINKS 

DJ  JOSE 

SUNDAY  BEER 
BUSTS 

BOTTLED  BEERS 
$1.25 

4 TO  9 PM 


Mondays 

Mitzy 

Tuesdays 
Marisela  & Guest 

Wednesdays 

Taina 

Thursdays 
Las  Fantásticas 

Fridays 

Hot  Go  Go  Dancers 
Saturdays 

Mariselas  Los  Vegas  Show 

Sundays 

Uva  Luna  7pm 

Las  Fantásticas  11pm 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
861-5757 


Stop  the  live/work  avalanche 


By  Doug  Shoemaker 

Imagine  if  one  day  the  City  proposed  an 
ordinance  designed  to  discourage 
affordable  housing,  displace  local 
businesses,  and  cheat  public  schools  out  of 
much  needed  funding.  It  would  never  pass 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  right?  Well, 
believe  it  or  not,  in  1988  the  City  did  pass 
an  ordinance,  which  does  all  of  those 
things. 

The  Live/Work  ordinance  was  actual- 
ly written  with  the  intention  of  legalizing 
artists’  live/work  studios  in  old  warehous- 
es. Unfortunately,  the  law  never  quite 
worked  as  it  was  intended.  Instead  of  ren- 
ovating old  buildings  as  affordable  hous- 
ing for  artists,  developers  used  loopholes 
in  the  ordinance  to  build  new  $400,000- 
$600,000  condominiums  in  the  industrial 
areas  like  the  Northeast  Mission,  and  mar- 
keted them  to  Silicon  Valley  commuters. 

In  the  process,  live/woik  developers 
are  displacing  businesses  that  employ 
local  residents.  Although  the  Planning 
Department  and  Commission  officially 
oppose  displacement,  in  practice  their 
policies  encourage  evictions.  Take  the 
example  of  one  live/work  proposal  for 
2150  Folsom  Street.  Even  though  the 
property  is  currently  used  by  auto  repair 
shops  that  employ  dozens  of  people,  the 
Planning  Department  ignored  the  issue  of 
job  loss  in  its  report  and  recommended  that 
the  project  be  approved  In  numerous  other 
cases,  developers  get  around  the  “no  dis- 
placement” policy  by  evicting  the  busi- 
nesses before  applying  for  their  permits. 

So  what  - you  might  say  - at  least  it’s 
housing  and  everyone  knows  that  we  need 
more  housing  in  San  Francisco.  True 
enough.  But,  the  fortunate  or  unfortunate 
reality  of  San  Francisco  is  that  we  live  in  a 
city  whose  strong  economy,  progressive 
culture  and  politics,  and  natural  beauty  are 
so  attractive  that  no  matter  how  much 
housing  we  build,  there  will  always  be 
more  people  who  want  to  live  here.  So, 
since  we  can  never  meet  the  insatiable 
demand  for  housing  in  San  Francisco,  the 
issue  becomes  what  types  of  housing  do 
we  need  and  where  do  we  want  it  to  go? 

Do  we  need  to  provide  financial 
incentives  for  housing  that  doesn’t  serve 
most  San  Franciscans  and  threatens  to 
drive  out  important  blue-collar  businesses 
and  art  spaces?  Since  most  live/work  units 
are  one-bedroom  lofts,  they  are  physically 
unsuitable  for  seniors,  disabled  people  and 
families.  What’s  more,  live/work  is 
exempt  from  the  City’s  requirement  that 
developers  make  10%  of  their  units  afford- 
able to  low  and  moderate  income  house- 
holds. As  a result,  live/woik  housing  only 
serves  people  who  can  afford  mortgage 
payments  of  $3,000  per  month  for  the  typ- 
ical $450,000  live/work  unit. 

The  other  sad  truth  about  live/work 
development  is  that  it’s  destroying  part  of 
the  local  arts  scene  that  it  was  intended  to 
help.  When  a live/work  unit  gets  built  next 
to  a dance  studio  or  performance  theatre 
that  may  generate  a lot  of  noise  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  and  night,  guess  what  happens? 
Pretty  soon,  the  artists  move  out  because 
they’re  spending  all  their  time  fighting 
noise  complaints  rather  than  running  their 
art  spaces. 

We  can  denounce  the  developers  or 

Advertise  in 

New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 
Fax:  695-2838 


Guest 

Opinion 


the  owners,  but  the  planning  department  is 
equally  to  blame.  Through  a combination 
of  incentives  - such  as  exemption  from 
both  residential  school  fees  and  affordabil- 
ity requirements  - the  City  has  made 
Live/Work  more  profitable  than  either 
commercial  use  or  even  real  housing 
development  And  by  ignoring  common 
sense  appeals  of  particularly  bad  develop- 
ments, the  Planning  Commission  is  turn- 
ing neighborhoods  against  all  forms  of 
housing  development. 


In  response  to  this  situation,  a variety 
of  San  Francisco  organizations  and 
activists  have  come  together  as  The 
Coalition  for  Jobs,  Arts,  and  Housing 
(CJAH)  to  propose  a temporary  moratori- 
um on  live/work  development.  Once  the 
building  stops,  we  can  make  sure  that  the 
live/work  ordinance  is  replaced  with  a law 
that  meets  our  City’s  needs.  The  fust  goal 
of  the  new  law  should  be  to  make  sure  that 
new  housing  is  developed  away  from  the 
noisy,  but  necessary  businesses  in  our 
industrial  areas.  The  second  goal  of  the 
new  law  should  be  to  make  sure  that  any 
live/work  unit  built  in  the  City  includes  a 
healthy  percentage  of  affordable  units, 
pays  residential  school  fees  and  preserves 
San  Francisco’s  rich  diversity. 


If  you  are  interested  in  joining  this 
coalition,  please  give  CJAH  a call  at  (415) 
291-8604.  We  need  your  help  to  demand 
that  the  Planning  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  enact  our  proposal 
and  stop  selling  out  our  neighborhoods  to 
live/work  development 


Doug  Shoemaker  works  for  the  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation  and  is 
a member  of  the  Coalition  for  Jobs  Arts 
and  Housing. 
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Seeing 
the  Elephant 


In  English  & Spanish  Lisa  Milos 


Real  gentlemen 

The  other  day  on  the  bus,  I overheard 
a conversation  between  an  elderly 
Latina  Lady  and  another  one  who 
was  much  younger.  They  were  talking 
about  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  Mission  during  the  last  few  years. 

Doña  Hilda  seemed  to  favor  the 
arrival  of  the  more  "gentlemanly”  types,  as 
she  called  the  new.  more  affluent  members 
of  our  community. 

“Nothing  like  these  cholos  who  are 
always  hanging  around  starting  trouble,” 
she  said,  rolling  her  eyes  out  the  window. 

“Gentlemen?”  said  the  younger  lady, 
“What's  so  gentlemanly  about  them?  I 
almost  got  run  over  by  one  in  a jeep!  He 
was  so  busy  talking  on  his  car  phone  he 
didn’t  even  apologize.” 

“At  least  they  don’t  pee  on  the  side- 
walk like  the  bums  do.”  said  Doña  Hilda 

“But  they  don’t  even  leave  you  a side- 
walk to  walk  on,  with  their  big  cars  parked 
in  the  way,”  said  the  other. 

“But  have  you  noticed  how  they’ve 
fixed  up  the  neighborhood?  See  that  house 
over  there?  It  used  to  be  a hell  hole,  now 
this  gentleman  bought  it  and  painted  it 
beautifully.”  Doña  Hilda  eyes  sparkled. 

“Yeah  I know,  my  husband  works 
painting  those  types  of  houses.  He  gets 
five  dollars  an  hour,”  said  the  other,  wryly. 

“But  they  bring  good  business  into  the 
neighborhood,”  countered  Doña  Hilda, 
“See  that  bar  over  there?  Before,  only 
hoodlums  would  go  in  there.  Now  that  its 
fixed  up,  real  refined  people  go  there.” 

“Great  - like  we  really  need  more 
bars,”  quipped  the  younger  woman,  “I  live 


overa  bar.  The  music  is  so  loud  I can  never 
get  any  sleep  I have  to  get  to  work  early 
on  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  I take  care  of 
an  elderly  lady  near  Forest  Hill.” 

“No  wonder  you’re  in  such  a bad 
mood.  You  work  too  hard,”  said  Doña 
Hilda  resolutely. 

“How  else  can  we  pay  the  rent? 
Excuse  me  but,  what  do  you  do?”  inquired 
the  other. 

“I’m  retired,  but  I used  to  work  for  a 
real  nice  family  with  a beautiful  little  blue 
eyed  girl.  You  should’ve  seen  her  She  was 
so  smart!  Very  nice  people.  They  really 
cared  about  their  children.” 

“Did  you  have  any  children?”  asked 
the  other. 

“Three,  but  I became  a widow  very 
young  and  sent  the  oldest  back  to  my 
country  to  live  with  my  sister.  She  was  get- 
ting out  of  hand.  The  other  two  were  very 
well  behaved,  they  would  go  straight  home 
after  school  and  wouldn’t  leave  the  house 
without  my  permission.  I know  because 
the  neighbors  would  tell  me  if  they  had 
been  bad.  Then,  when  I’d  get  home,  I’d 
tell  them:  ‘I’m  going  to  send  you  back  like 
your  sister!’  Then  they  would  listen.” 
There  was  triumph  in  Doña  Hilda  tone. 

“I’m  visiting  the  youngest  now,”  She 
said,  “ She  just  had  a little  girl,  poor  little 
thing,  it  looks  just  like  an  Indian.  I’ll  be 
staying  a couple  of  days  to  help  her  with 
the  new  baby.” 

“You  don’t  live  in  the  Mission?” 
asked  the  younger  lady 

“Not  anymore,  I moved  in  with  my 
son  across  the  Bay.  I was  evicted  six 
months  ago.  A gentlemen  bought  the 
place.  A very  nice  man,”  cooed  Doña 
Hilda. 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’lj  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 210  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St) 
OPEN  Mon-Thur  11am-7pm,  Fri  & Sat  11am-8pm 


cComo  que  caballeros? 


Escuché  una  conversación  en  el  bus 
el  otro  día  entre  una  señora  latina  de 
edad  y otra  más  joven.  Estaban 
hablando  acerca  de  los  cambios  que  han 
habido  en  la  Misión  durante  estos  últimos 
años. 

Doña  Hilda’  al  parecer  le  gustaba  que 
estaban  llegando  a vivir  gente  más  refina- 
da y hombres  más  caballeros  a nuestro  bar- 
rio. 

“Nada  parecido  a esos  cholos  que  se 
lo  pasan  parados  en  las  esquinas  armando 
pleitos,”  dijo,  indicando  el  enfado  con  sus 
ojos. 

“¿Caballeros?”  dijo  la  otra  mujer, 
“Como  que  caballeros,  casi  me  atropelló 
uno  en  su  jeep.  Estaba  tan  ocupado  hablan- 
do por  telefono  en  su  auto,  que  ni  se  dis- 
culpó ” 

“Por  lo  menos  no  mean  en  las  calles 
como  los  borrachos.”  enfatizó  Doña  Hilda 

“¿Calles?  Ni  dejan  caminar  por  las 
veredas.  Parquean  sus  autos  encima  de 
uno,”  dijo  la  más  joven. 

“Pero,  ¿ha  visto  lo  bonito  que  arreglan 
el  barrio?  ¿Ve  esa  casa  allí  mismo?  Antes 
daba  asco  mirarla,  ahora  que  lo  compró  un 
caballero  lo  pintó  bién  bonito.”  Los  ojos 
de  Hilda  brillaban  de  admiración. 

“Ya  conozco  ese  tipo  de  casas.  Mi 
esposo  las  pinta  por  cinco  dólares  la  hora,” 
comentó  la  más  joven,  en  un  tono  leve- 
mente sarcástico. 

“Mire,  ¿no  ve  que  traen  buenos  nego- 
cios al  vecindario?  ¿Ve  ese  bar?  Antes  solo 
llegaban  puros  mafiosos.  Ahora  que  está 
todo  arreglado  llega  gente  muy  refinada.” 

“Como  si  no  tuviéramos  suficientes 
bares,  yo  y mi  esposo  vivimos  encima  de 
uno  de  ellos.  La  música  está  tan  fuerte  que 


ni  podemos  dormir.  Tengo  que  levantarme 
temprano  hasta  los  sábados  y domingos 
Trabajo  cuidando  una  viejita  cerca  de 
Forest  Hill.” 

“Con  razón  que  está  tan  mal  genio, 
está  cansada  porque  trabaja  mucho,”  dijo 
Doña  Hilda  convencida 

“Si  no  trabajamos.  6como  pagamos  la 
renta?  Disculpe  pero  6usted  trabaja?” 
preguntó  la  más  joven. 

“Estoy  jubilada  Pero  trabajaba  para 
una  familia  muy  buena  cuidando  una  niña 
muy  linda  de  ojos  azules  La  hubiera  visto 
Era  tan  inteligente  Eran  una  familia  muy 
buena  Cuidaban  muy  bien  de  sus  hijos  " 

“Y  usted,  6tuvo  hijos?” 

“Tres.  Pero  enviudé  muy  joven  y 
mandé  la  mayor  a nuestro  pais  a vivir  con 
mi  hermana  Se  estaba  poniendo  muy  difí- 
cil para  manejar.  Los  otros  dos  eran  bién 
obedientes  Iban  derechito  a la  casa 
después  de  la  escuela  y no  salían  sin  mi 
permiso.  Yo  sé  porque  los  vecinos  me  lo 
contaban  si  se  portaban  mal  Entonces 
cuando  llegaba  les  decía  ‘Los  voy  a man- 
dar de  vuelta  como  a su  hermana 
Después  obedecían,"  dijo  Doña  Hilda  en 
tono  triunfante. 

“Estoy  visitando  la  menor  ahorita”, 
Continuó,  “ Recién  tuvo  un  bebe,  una 
nena,  pobrecita,  parece  mdiecita.  Voy  a 
quedarme  algunos  días  para  ayudarla  con 
el  bebe.” 

“¿No  vive  usted  en  la  Misión?”  pre- 
guntó la  más  jovea 

“Ya  no,  vivo  con  mi  hijo  al  otro  lado 
de  la  Bahía.  Me  tuve  que  salir  de  mi 
apartamento  hace  seis  meses.  Un  caballero 
lo  compró.  Un  hombre  muy  bueno,  refina- 
do," arrulló  Doña  Hilda. 
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Missing  cop 


In  June  1994,  the  San  Francisco  Charter 
was  amended  by  popular  vote  to 
require  the  City  to  staff  the  Police 
Department  with  not  less  than  1,971  full 
duty  sworn  officers  by  no  later  than  June 
30,  1995.  The  charter  amendment  also: 
Directs  all  officers  and  employees  of  the 
City  and  County  to  take  all  acts  necessary 
to  implement  ‘full  staffing;’  Empowers  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  adopt  whatever 
ordinances  are  necessary  to  cany  out  the 
voter  mandate;  Requires  the  SF  Police 
Commission  to  report  annually  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  on  the  SFPD’s 
progress  in  civilianizing  administrative 
and  clerical  positions  currently  staffed  by 
Police  officers;  and  Requires  that  all  new 
full-duty  sworn  officers  be  assigned  to 
neighborhood  community  policing,  patrol 
and  investigations. 

But,  nearly  five  years  after  the  charter 
amendment  was  approved,  the  SFPD  is 
still  at  least  120  full-duty  sworn  officers 
short  of  the  minimum  number  of  cops  we 
voted  for.  Further,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  if 
even  one  administrative  or  clerical  posi- 
tion within  the  police  department  has  ever 
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been  civi lionized  because  the  last  three 
charter  mandated  annual  ‘reports’  from  the 
Police  Commission  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  are  nothing  more  than  lists  of 
positions  which  could  be  civilianized. 

More  hearings 

In  response  to  complaints  from  this  colum- 
nist and  many  others,  last  October, 
Supervisor  Amos  Brown  called  for  a hear- 
ing to  investigate  the  problem.  The  hearing 
is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  April  20,  1999  at 
10am  before  the  Housing  and  Social 
Policy  Committee  (six  months  after 
Supervisor  Brown  made  his  request). 
Unfortunately,  supervisors  Sue  Bierman, 
Mabel  Teng,  and  Alicia  Becerril,  the  peo- 
ple who  sit  on  this  committee,  refused  to 
answer  any  questions  about  this  issue. 
Bierman  was  the  only  Supervisor  who 
voted  against  ‘full  staffing'. 

It’s  all  about  $$$ 

Last  year,  when  the  Police  budget  was 
before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Finance 
Committee,  City  budget  analyst  Harvey 
Rose  told  Mabel  Teng,  Barbara  Kaufman 
and  Gavin  Newsom  that  they  were  under- 
funding the  Police  Overtime  Budget  by  at 
least  $2.5  million  dollars.  But  Teng, 
Kaufman  and  Newsom  ignored  Rose  and 
spent  the  $2.5  million  elsewhere.  In  addi- 
tion, in  spite  of  numerous  complaints  from 
myself  and  many  others,  the  Board  and  tte 
Mayor  have  refused  to  provide  adequate 
funding  for  court  over  time  and  special 
events  staffing  - an  additional  $2.5  million 
dollar  shortfall. 
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According  to  high  level  sources  with- 
in the  Department,  the  $5  million  dollar 
shortfall  in  these  areas  is  made  up  by  tak- 
ing money  from  other  areas  of  the  SFPD 
budget;  like  money  for  police  training, 
typists,  clerks,  and  stable  boys.  That’s 
right!  The  SFPD  still  uses  full-duty  sworn 
officers  to  shovel  horse  pucky  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  stables  because  the 
Mayor  and  the  Board  never  gave  them  the 
money  to  hire  enough  stable  boys  to  do  the 
job. 


Andy  Solow 


case  revisited 

Three  Card  Willie 

In  May  1997,  when  I asked  Mayor  Brown 
if  the  City  was  going  to  comply  with  Prop. 
D and  hire  some  more  cops,  he  said,  “The 
City  will  fully  staff  the  Police  Department 
- period!”  But,  in  October  1998,  the  Mayor 
was  claiming  that  all  police  officers 
receiving  full  pay  are  “full-duty”  and  pre- 
tending that  the  SFPD  was  already  at  full 
staffing.  Now  the  Mayor’s  staff  is 
acknowledging  that  the  SFPD  is  not  up  to 
full  staffing  and  claiming  that  the  Mayor’s 
‘new  plan’  will  solve  the  problem  within 
the  next  two  years. 

According  to  the  SFPD’s  own  statis- 
tics, since  June  1997,  the  Department’s 
full-duty  roster  has  been  stuck  between 
1,830  and  1,840  full-duty  sworn  officers, 
about  130  less  than  the  City  Charter 
requires.  During  the  same  time  period,  the 
Department  has  had  roughly  2,020  officers 
on  staff  (not  including  SF  Airport  Police), 
of  whom  about  60  are  on  disability,  and 
120  are  on  light  duty  at  any  given  time. 

Dear  Prudence 

On  Monday  March  8,  1999, 1 hand  deliv- 
ered a written  question  regarding  full 
staffing  of  the  SFPD  to  each  member  of 
the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors.  I also  faxed 
additional  copies  to  everyone’s  offices  and 
left  copies  with  several  of  the  Mayor’s 
aides.  The  question  is: 

“Dear  Mayor  Brown  and  Members  of 
the  Board,  my  readers  and  I would  like  to 
know  objectively  and  precisely  what  each 
one  of  you  plans  to  do  to  get  the  SFPD  up 
to  full  staffing  as  required  by  the  San 
Francisco  Charter. ...” 

I also  reminded  our  ‘leaders’  that  the 
City  Charter  (as  amended  in  June  1994) 
requires  that:  No  later  than  June  30,  1995, 
the  SFPD  must  be  staffed  with  not  less 
than  1,971  Full-Duty  Sworn  Officers;  and 
I asked  for  a response  on  or  before  March 
19. 


In  spite  of  the  personal  service,  faxed 
copies,  and  numerous  phone  calls,  the  only 
politicos  who  responded  were  Board 
President  Tom  Ammiano,  Supervisor 
Lei  and  Yee,  and  the  Mayor’s  neighbor- 
hood liaison  Bevan  Dufty. 


Ammiano  said,  “I  really  want  to  be 
aggressive  about  this  so  that  we  have  full 
staffing,  and  soon.”  Finance  Committee 
Chair  Yee  said  that  he  was  aware  of  the 
problem  and  would  deal  with  the  issue 
when  it  came  before  the  Finance 
Committee  later  this  spring. 

Representing  the  Mayor,  Dufty  said 
that  Brown  was  taking  the  issue  seriously 
and  has  had  several  meetings  on  the  sub- 
ject with  his  budget  staff  and  Police  Chief 
Fred  Lau.  Dufty  claimed  that  it  was  the 
Mayor’s  intent  to  hire  at  least  200  new 
police  officers  each  year  for  the  next  two 
years. 

If  the  Board  stops  underfunding  the 
police  department  and  Da  Mayor  makes 
good  on  his  promise,  the  SFPD  might 
reach  the  minimum  mandated  police 
staffing  level  by  2002. 
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ARTISTS  EXPLOIT  THE  MISSION 


The  Mission’s  self-appointed  activist 
elite,  those  brave  defenders  of  the 
poor  and  downtrodden,  have  been 
especially  active  the  past  few  weeks. 
Exhibiting  a zeal  seldom  seen  since  the 
glorious  days  of  Chairman  Mao’s  Cultural 
Revolution,  our  socialist  heroes  have  been 
busily  organizing  marches  and  other  wor- 
thy events. 

All  the  activity  has  been  aimed  at 
alerting  the  populace  to  a flagrant  injustice 
perpetrated  by  the  evil  young  profession- 
als who  are  so  cruelly  and  heartlessly  revi- 
talizing and  rejuvenating  our  community. 
You  see,  apparently  some  of  us  have  com- 
mitted the  gross  transgression  of  believing 
we  have  a right  to  live  wherever  we  can 
afford  to  live.  We  have  been  shamefully 
unaware  that  our  local  activist  politburo 
has.  in  its  infinite  wisdom,  determined  that 
only  “artists’’  are  permitted  to  live  in  the 
many  wonderful  live/work  communities  of 
the  Mission’s  exciting  new  Arts  and  Media 
Zone. 

I recently  had  the  dubious  pleasure  of 
observ  ing  one  such  event;  a march  against 
“gentrification.”  What  struck  me  (aside 
from  the  degree  of  impotent  rage  and 
resentment  that  the  participants  directed 
against  their  socioeconomic  superiors) 
was  how  sparsely  attended  the  event  was. 
Out  of  the  Mission’s  population  of  50,000 
plus,  our  professional  malcontents  were 
able  to  summon  a mere  200  or  so  to  take 
part  in  their  little  demonstration  - hardly  a 
resounding  mandate  for  reversing  the 
many  positive  changes  which  urban  revi- 
talization has  brought  to  our  community. 
So  the  question  must  be  asked:  why  do  the 
people  of  the  Mission  district,  rich  and 
poor  alike,  care  so  little  for  our  local 
activists’  attempts  to  champion  the  dubi- 
ous “rights”  of  artists  and  to  stir  up  resent- 
ment against  the  urban  pioneers  who  pop- 
ulate the  Mission’s  loft  districts? 

The  answer  is  that  Mission  residents 
are  all  too  aware  that,  while  urban  pioneers 


rejuvenate  our  community,  artists  do  noth- 
ing other  than  exploit  it.  Their  interest  in 
the  Mission  can  be  summed  up  in  two 
words:  “cheap  rent.”  And  they  will  fight 
tooth  and  nail  against  any  revitalization  or 
renewal  of  our  community  which  they  per- 
ceive as  threatening  their  beloved  perk, 
even  if  that  means  using  the  despicable 
and  cowardly  class  warfare  arguments  we 
have  been  hearing  from  them  of  late.  But 
the  ultimate  result  of  their  greed  is  far 
worse:  each  day  that  our  artists  and 
activists  conspire  to  sabotage  the  renewal 
of  our  community  which  the  popularity  of 
the  loft  lifestyle  is  bringing  about,  is 
another  day  the  Mission  district’s  children 
are  forced  to  live  surrounded  by  urban 
blight. 

Urban  blight,  however,  is  almost  as 
dear  to  our  local  artists'  hearts  as  cheap 
rent.  It  is  far  easier  for  an  artist  to  inflict  a 
mural  or  some  other  worthless  piece  of 
public  art  on  a blighted  neighborhood  than 
on  a healthy,  affluent  community  - and  we 
all  know  how  invaluable  such  grandiose 
art  projects  can  be  to  an  ambitious  artist’s 
career.  In  truth,  the  Mission  district’s  posi- 
tion as  a center  of  mural  “art”  is  due  to 
nothing  more  than  the  naked  ambition  of 
our  local  artists  and  their  resolve  to  exploit 
our  community  in  the  pursuit  of  personal 
fame. 

But  the  worst  part  of  all  this  is  that 
mural  art  does  not  merely  take  advantage 
of  a neighborhood’s  misfortunes,  but  per- 
petuates them:  a permanent,  garish  scar  on 
the  face  of  a community,  forever  retarding 
that  community’s  revitalization.  This  is 
plain  to  see  in  the  Valencia  and  17th 
Streets  area,  despite  all  the  wonderful 
improvements  the  neighborhood  has  seen 
over  the  past  few  years:  Clarion  Alley,  the 
ugliness  of  its  defaced  walls  reflected  in  its 
population  of  homeless,  weirdoes  and  drug 
addicts,  still  serves  as  a painful  reminder 
of  urban  mortality,  a veritable  skull  at  the 
feast. 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


DMZ  (Demotorized  Zone)  Now! 


By  Sasha  CuttJer 

What  a thing  of  beauty  and  a joy, 
bike-lanes  forever  on  Valencia 
Street!  After  the  Department  of 
Polluting  Traffic  (DPT)  rejected  all  but  a 
few  bike  lanes  citywide,  many  bicyclists, 
pedestrians,  and  other  burrito  powered 
entities  were  afraid  to  even  hope  for  any- 
thing but  humiliation  in  this  millennium. 
Now  I can  ride  with  my  daughters  safely 
out  of  the  way  of  both  moving  danger 
(cars)  and  the  relatively  static  nemesis  of 
opening  car  doors  The  left  turn  lane  at 
each  intersection  helps  smooth  the  traffic 
so  when  one  is  driving  in  a car  there  isn’t 
the  nerve-wracking  question:  “Is  s (he) 
turning?  Where’s  their  turn  signal?  Now  if 
I can  just  pull  around  them  before...” 

The  other  day  I was  delighted  to  see 
someone  in  a wheelchair  cruising  down 
the  bike  lane  Sure  beats  futzing  around 
with  curb  cuts  that  all  too  often  seem 
designed  to  push  wheelchair  and  baby 
stroller  users  into  harm’s  way  With 
renewed  idealism  I propose  a new  De- 
Motonzed  Zone  (DM Z)  for  the  Mission. 

Banning  all  cars  in  the  Mish7!  No,  we 
just  demand  a few  feet  of  existing  pave- 
ment some  paint  and  some  signs  Imagine 
a long  narrow  oasis  on  most,  if  not  all 
streets  in  the  Mission.  This  should  right- 
fully happen  next  on  San  Jose  Avenue, 
through  the  dreaded  Bernal  Cut.  Then 
bicyclists  commuting  to  and  from  the 
Mission  would  have  a flat,  safe  ride  to  and 
from  City  College  and  points  south.  And 
traffic  calming  would  throw  a well- 
deserved  wet  blanket  on  those  who  “for- 
get” that  San  Jose  and  Guerrero  are  not 
55MPH  exiUentrance  ramp  extensions  to 
1-280.  Sony  Silicon  Satan,  take  Callrain! 

After  that  the  next  step  could  be 


Potrero  Avenue.  By  y onder  six-lane  mon- 
ster lies  our  very  own  General  Hospital, 
Buena  Vista  Elementary  School,  small 
business,  and  resident  human  beings  But 
right  now  it  is  terra  incognita  to  many 
because  it  is  between  Potrero  and  the  great 
yawning  chasm  that  is  1-101.  My  daughter 
goes  to  that  fabulous  Buena  Vista  and  I 
work  at  SF  General  Hospital  Every'  day  of 
the  week  I pray  six  ways  to  next  Saturday 
that  we  make  it  across  the  Potrero  Avenue 
drag  strip.  The  solution:  Take  out  one 
whole  car-sized  lane  from  each  direction 
Bike  lanes  are  a natch . just  put  in  a medi- 
an left  turn  lane,  flashing  yellow 
school/hospital  20MPH  signs.  Get  Thee 
Behind  Me  Silicon  Satan's  Saab! 

Yes,  the  juggernaut  of  human-scaled 
traffic  engineering  must  and  will  do  some- 
thing about  the  street  with  the  best  name 
and  the  some  of  the  scariest  traffic.  Cesar 
Chavez.  As  with  Potrero  and  the  mysteri- 
ous Eastern  Mission,  we  must  bravely  ford 
the  treacherous  asphalt  torrent  and  reunite 
with  our  little  cousins  on  the  northern 
slopes  of  Bernal  Heights  When  the 
Department  of  Pusillanimous  Turkeys 
(DPT)  came  out  to  a neighborhood  meet- 
ing last  year  to  set  bicyclists  against  resi- 
dents' parking,  a vision  of  a peaceable 
kingdom  appeared  to  us  all.  Hey.  how 
about  taking  out  some  traffic  lanes  and  let- 
ting the  residents  keep  their  parking 
spaces,  while  at  the  same  time  letting  chil- 
dren cross  the  street  to  Leonard  Flynn 
Public  Elemenlaiy  School,  or  that  church 
school,  and  St.  Luke's  Hospital7 

All  we  want  is  everything.  The 
Valencia  bike  lanes  are  just  the  beginning 
of  the  Delicious  Mission  Zeitgeist  (DM Z) 
And  as  for  the  Degraded  Pawns  of 
Troglodytes  (DPT,  do  I seem  bitter7) 
Lead,  follow,  or  get  the  %$#+  out  of  our 
way! 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount! ! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve, 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to 
AndoraSF@aol.com 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco!» 
richly  international  Mission  Distnct, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  gallenes,  murals, 
bookst ores/cafés  and  exciting 
new  restaurants,  like  the  Elysium  Café, 
located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Andora  Inn. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 

• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 

• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 

• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection ) 

• A M/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
• Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH *  * S69  TO  S99 

DELUXE  ROOMS  Sr  SUTES  *S99  TO  S 190 

(Add  14%  hold  tax) 

* Discounted  Rates  for  Exeended  Stays 

AD  t»u*  tit  pci  mpu.  upon  tvuUbthrr  md  «jIimi  to  chtoft  without  nctict 

jMaamgtammunummaMiimwMMBtMMiftllUlim 


The  Andora  Ino  1»  located  on  a 
main  transit  and  B.A.R.T.  line. 


2434  Mission  Street 

« 

21st  Streets,  Directly  Across  from  PacBell 
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New  Mission  News 


Mission  District 


Internet  Identity  — Exhibition  by  David  Mor- 
row, Toshi  Onuki  and  Stas  Orlovski  through  April 
17.  Tonight  at  the  exhibit  will  be  “A  Brief  History 
of  Norwood  Funk"  an  internet  alias  used  by  an 
individual  possessed  of  multiple  personalities. 
Real  and  virtual  blurring  in  deepest  context,  ex- 
ploring the  importance  of  metaphor.  401  Ala- 
bama, Southern  Exposure.  7:30  pm.  $3-6.  863- 
2141. 


Composed  by  Sarah  Bardeen 
Design  by  Navarrete-Aiazán 


THURSDAY 

Enumerate  Their  Assets  — Oh  those  nsqué 
artists.  Putting  on  a show  like  “Numbers,  Nudes 
and  Other  Figures":  an  exhibit  of  works  by  three 
artists,  ranging  from  terra  cotta  and  linoleum  cut 
prints  to  oil  paintings.  743  Harrison  St.  at  the 
aptly  named  Space  743.  Through  April  10.  777- 
9080 

Strippers  in  the  Arts  — An  evening  of  perfor- 
mance and  visual  art  featuring  Gina  Gold,  Daisy 
Anarchy,  Tallulah  Bankheist,  and  more.  Ben- 
efits the  Exotic  Dancers  Alliance,  $10-50  sliding 
scale.  DNA  Lounge,  375  11th  Street,  8 pm.  995- 
4745. 


SUNDAY 

Celebrate  Life  — It's  Easter  Sunday  Go  to  the 
Ritz-Carfton  Hotel  to  adopt  fuzzy  cats  and  dogs. 
10  am -4  pm.  Nob  Hill. 
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FRIDAY 

Avotcja,  Live  in  the  Mission  — Cafe 
Multicultural  Valemca  is  deeply  honored  to  host 
a poetry  reading  by  a woman  with  one  of  the 
most  well  known  and  beloved  voices  on  Bay 
Area  public  radio,  Avotcja.  Carlos  Ramírez  will 
also  read  9pm,  1109  Valencia,  near  22nd  Free 
824-7659 

Dead  Horse  Ensemble  — The  Dead  Horse  En- 
semble trots  out  some  new  material  in  the  new 
play  “ElectrOphelia " Corraling  contemporary  and 
ancient  material  (from  Electra  and  Hamlet  to 
newspaper  advice  columns  and  the  blues),  the 
play  promises  to  be  good  for  a few  whinneys. 
Through  April  17,  Thurs- Saturdays.  8 pm.  60 
Brady  St  $12.  558-9355 


MONDAY 

Straddling  the  Digital  Divide  — “Queen  of  the 
God-Damned  Web  Straddling  the  Digital  Divide" 
will  be  a night  of  performance  and  dialogue  with 
Internet  and  performance  artist  Nao  Bustamante. 
It's  the  kick-off  for  Arts  Online,  Media  Alliance's 
program  to  train  artists  from  marginalized  com- 
munities to  explore  the  Internet  a means  of  pro- 
moting artwqrk.  La  Qalfíria  de  la  Raza,  2857 
24th  St.  7 pm.  Free.  546-6334  x313. 

Starving  Artists  — Every  Monday  and  Tues- 
day this  month  you  can  head  down  to  the  The- 
ater Rhinoceros  and  get  a load  of  the  many 
new  plays  being  wntten  in  the  city.  It's  First 
Seen's  “5x5  Festival  of  New  Plays."  8 pm  $5 
suggested  donation  2926  16th  St.  The  works 
are  an  outgrowth  of  SF  playwrights  group 
ThroughUne  643-6667 

Queer/Questioning  Chicks  of  Color  — Free 
Women  of  color  Drumming  Workshop  for  LBGT 
and  questioning  women  23  and  younger.  Free 
workshop  in  Congolese  rhythms.  123 
Collingwood,  Lyric  7-9  pm.  Food  provided.  703- 
6150x12. 


SATURDAY 

April  Fools  Extravaganza  — It's  the  Northern 
California  debut  of  An  Roussimoff  s “Freaks  Un- 
censored" a shocking  yet  compassionate  visit 
with  the  giants,  hermaphrodites  and  human  pin- 
cushions of  the  carnival  circuit.  Interviews  and 
“astonishing"  archival  images  narrate  true-life  sto- 
ries of  the  camie  circuit.  Ringmaster  Chicken 
John  himself  mcs  the  evening,  with  the  able 
assistance  of  Dammit  the  Wonder  Dog  $5  At 
ATA,  992  Valencia,  8:30  pm.  824-3890 
Vasilisa  and  the  Saga  of  Baba  Yaga  — Sneaky 
Pete  Ensemble  revisits  the  classic  Russian  folk 
tale  about  the  heroic  quest  of  a poor  peasant 
girl  named  Vasilisa.  With  the  help  of  a magic 
doll  and  the  blessing  of  her  dying  mother, 
Versailles  rejoins  her  lost  father  and  finds  ro- 
mance with  a prince,  though  a witch  who  lives 
in  a hut  built  on  chicken  legs  and  who  likes  to 
eat  children  somehow  figures  in  to  the  story. 
Come  and  see  how  1 1 :30  am  and  1 30  pm  at 
the  Marsh  $5-$8  1074  Valencia.  826-5750  x2 


TUESDAY 

National  Report  on  Hate  Crimes  — Survivors 
of  hate  cnmes  speak  about  their  experiences 
today,  the  first  day  of  the  Matthew  Shepard  trial. 
10  am.  SF  Main  Public  Library.  Put  on  by  the 
Community  United  Against  Violence,  the14th 
annual  national  report  on  anti-LGBT  violence 
will  be  presented,  followed  by  discussion.  777- 
5500  x304 


MARIACHI 


loco  , 

every  meolteo. 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  SI.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621*4358 


THURSDAY 

Contemporary  Mexican  Art  — Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  hosts  the  Mexican  Contemporary 
Art  Exhibit,  “Delirios  e Ilusiones",  a compilation 
of  art  by  75  influential  Mexican  artists  who've 
become  fundamental  in  Mexican  art  history. 
Guest  of  Honor  painter  Jose  Luis  Cuevas  will 
be  at  today's  opening  reception  at  2868  Mission 
St.,  6:30  pm.  Friday  lecture  on  “Mexican  Paint- 
ing in  XX  Century"  at  7 pm.  Sponsored  by  the 
Consulate  General  of  Mexico.  393-8003. 


WEDNESDAY 

Extended  Play  — “Hundreds  of  Sisters  and 
One  Big  Brother,"  the  one  woman,  10-character 
play  written  and  performed  by  Deborah  Swisher, 
is  extended  through  Apnl  18  at  Brava  Theater 
Center,  2789  24th  St.  at  York.  Based  on  her 
Black  Jewish  hippie  childhood  in  Berkeley,  “Hun- 
dreds" follows  the  heroine  through  the  perilous 
hell  of  living  on  a commune.  Was  there  any- 
thing but  granola  to  eat?  Come  and  find  out. 
$15-18.  Wed-Sat.  647-2822. 


FRIDAY 

Poets  Get  Down  — Cafe  Multicultural  Fnday 
Night  Reading  Series  features  Jeanne  Powell 
and  Craig  Easley.  9pm,  1109  Valencia,  near 
22nd,  824-7659. 

Interdisciplinary  Performance  — The  Beauty 
School,  a new  performance  company,  presents 
two  new  works,  “Kriya"  and  “I  see  London,  I see 
France."  Musical  guests  will  be  Handmaiden 
Amenca,  an  all  women  Bulgarian  choir.  At  the 
SF  Buddhist  Center,  37  Bartlett  St.  between  Mis- 
sion and  Valencia  at  21st.  April  9/10, 16/17  at  8 
pm.  558-8118.  $10. 

Mack  the  Knife,  Reprise  — "The  Threepenny 
Opera"  shows  in  English  at  Goat  Hall  Produc- 
tions. It’s  high  camp,  super  cabaret,  everything 
but  Liza  Minelli,  by  Bertholdt  Brecht  and  Kurt 
Weill.  Ribald,  raw,  etc.  Find  out  why  we  still  sing 
the  songs.  Fri/Sat/Sun  through  April  25.  400 
Missouri  St.  @ 19th  St.  $10/12.  8 pm,  7 pm  on 
Sundays. 

SPCA  Glamour  Photo  Opportunity  — Holly- 
wood Hounds  and  fashionable  felines  must  ex- 
ploit this  SPCA  glamour  photo  opportunity.  For 
a $25  donation,  you'll  receive  a beautiful  8x10 
color  glossy  of  your  pet.  Wide  variety  of  cos- 
tumes and  poses  to  choose  from  or  you  can  for 
a photo  of  Fido  and  Fluffy  au  natural.  Through 
Apnl  19.  Benefits  the  SPCA.  554-3064. 

Soprano  on  Soapbox  — Free  Concert  with 
Conversation,  Dawn  Upshaw  soprano  warbles 
then  talks  about  her  experience  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  scales.  5:30-6:30  pm.  544  Capp 
647-6015. 

Afro-Cuban  Folk  Art  — Ban  Rra  Rra  raises 
the  roof  at  ODC  Theater  for  two  performances 
of  the  acclaimed  Cuban  Folklore  Group.  Dances, 
singing  and  rhythms  explore  Afro-Cuban  folk  art 
and  choreography.  Several  different  styles,  all 
bright  colorful  and  celebratory.  8 pm.  Through 
Sunday  $15.  863-9834.  3153  17th  St  at 
Shotwell. 

Fantastic  Dream  Shake  — “The  Natural  and 


Fantastic  Dream  Shake",  despite  your  dreams 
of  new  and  wonderful  ice  creams,  is  actually  a 
full  length  dance  concert.  From  the  underwater 
world  to  the  tightropes  of  a circus,  this  dance 
performance  features  strong  kinetic  dancing,  hu- 
mor and  emotional  fearlessness,  joy  in  physi- 
cality  and  an  unashamed  awareness  of  human 
clumsiness.  Dancer’s  Group  Studio  Theater. 
3221  22d  St.  $10.  824-5044 
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SATURDAY 

Feria  de  la  Salud,  Gratis  - Identificación  no 
requerida.  En  el  Centro  De  Salud  del  Vecindarisa 
de  la  Misión.  Examenes  de  salud,  vacunas, 
prueba  del  SIDA,  examen  dental,  colesterol,  dia- 
betes, servicios  de  salud  mental.  Para  Adultos 
y adolescentes  solamente  Diverciones  y 
actividades  para  los  ñiños.  9 am-3  pm.  240 
Shotwell  St  esquina  con  la  calle  16. 552-3870 
Free  Health  Fair  - No  ID  required  at  the  Mis- 
sion Neighborhood  Health  Center  Health 
screenings,  immunizations,  HIV  testing,  dental 
screening,  cholesterol  screening,  diabetes 
screening  and  mental  health  services.  For  adults 
and  adolescents  only,  entertainment  and  activi- 
ties for  children.  9 am-3  pm,  240  Shotwell  at 
16th  St.  552-3870 

Walk  for  Justice  - Join  Dolores  Huerta  Sun- 
day as  she  leads  thousands  of  supporters  of 
UFW  through  the  heart  of  the  Mission,  from 
Dolores  Park  to  Potrero  del  Sol  to  celebrate 
Cesar  Chavez  and  his  message  of  non-violence 
There  will  also  be  a fundraising  walk-a-thon. 
March  at  Noon,  program  at  2 pm  at  Potrero  del 
Sol.  Call  674-1884 

Benefit  Arts  Festival  - Free  and  low  cost  art 
programs  for  disabled  or  physically  challenged 
people  are  the  motive  for  this  eclectic  clustering 
of  well  known  & emerging  performance  artists, 
musicians,  dancers,  poets,  including  puppeters, 
street  hoofers;  Tanis  Doe,  wheelchair  ballroom 
dancer,  Ali  Woolwich,  SK  Thoth,  Michelle  Stortz 
& Leroy  Moore,  and  more,  all  doing  their  stuff  to 
raise  money  for  the  nonprofit  organization  Inte- 
grated Arts,  8pm  to  2am  at  the  Crucible  Steel 
Gallery,  2050  Bryant,  (btwn  18th  & 19th). 
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SUNDAY 

Composing  Women  -t- Faculty  Concert  Series 
at  CMC  featuring  all  women  composers,  includ- 
ing the  world  premiere  of  June  Banacach's  new- 
est trio,  a musical  interpretation  of  various  ani- 
mals. Free.  4 pm.  544  Capp. 

Tots  in  Parks  — Kids  ages  four  to  eight  can 
curl  up  at  Strybing  Arboretum's  Library  and  lis- 
ten to  “Spring  Garden  Stories."  A guided  walk 
follows.  10:30  am,  walk  at  11  am.  Today  and 
next  Sunday.  Ninth  Ave  at  Lincoln.  661-1316. 
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MONDAY 

Unnatural  Disaster  — Disaster  workers  return 
to  the  US  to  the  tell  the  story  of  an  Unnatural 
Disaster  in  Nicaragua,  reporting  from  CHRIA's 


to  EMPOWER  YOURSELF  and  the  COMMUNITY 
NO  EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY!  WILL  TRAIN! 

FREE  PRESENTATION  Wednesdays  @ 7pm 
@Muddy  Waters  Coffeehouse  @ 521  Valencia.  S.F. 
415-648-6865 


New  Mission  News 
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Post-Hurricane  Mitch  Health  Brigades.  They’ll 
discuss  relief  work,  the  structural  poverty  that 
made  the  storm  so  devestating,  and  innovative 
solutions  to  such  crises.  One  is  the  international 
grassroots  movement  to  cancel  Central 
Amenca’s  foreign  debts.  New  College  Theater, 
777  Valencia.  7 pm.  431  -7760. 

Free  Feral  Cats  — Actually  the  SPCA  wants 
you  to  do  just  the  opposite.  Attend  a Free  Feral 
Cat  Workshop  and  learn  about  Feral  Cat  Medi- 
cal Issues  or  Socializing  Ferals  243  Alabama 
6-7:30  pm.  Call  to  reserve  a space  554-3000. 


TUESDAY 


On  the  Prowl  — The  Gray  Panthers  put  on  a 
an  event  with  Ann  Fagan  Ginger,  lecturer  on 
law  and  human  rights.  Ginger  is  currently  active 
in  promoting  the  economic  interest  of  working 
mothers  and  grandmothers  who  look  after  their 
grandchildren  when  mother  work.  All  ages  wel- 
come 12:30-3  pm.  First  Unitarian  Church, 
Franklin  and  Geary.  567-5348.  + 
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WEDNESDAY 


Piri  Thomas  and  Johnny  Spain  — @ SF  Main 
Library  5:30  pm. 

How  to  Not  Write  Right  — Media  Alliance  hosts 
a Career  Panel  about  Working  the  Alternatives— 
Journalism  outside  the  Corporate  Media  World. 
Editor  of  ACLU  newsletter,  exec  editor  of  Bay 
Guardian,  and  National  Asian  American  Tele- 
communications Assn,  will  be  pontificating  814 
Mission  St.  Suite  205.  $10-15  6:30  pm  546- 
6334. 


Community  Meeting  at  MCCLA  — the  Public 
is  invited  to  attend  this  Cultural  Support  Com- 
mittee meeting  to  find  out  whaz  happenin  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  Discussions  will  include 
Carnaval  '99.  They’re  on  thje  lookout  for  those 
who  want  to  participate.  6:30pm  MCCLA/Salita 
Room,  821-1155. 

Animal  Dance  Acts  — Dance  Theater  perfor- 
mances called  Animal  Acts.  Five  solo  works  tell 
the  story  of  a post  WWII  circus,  drawing  on 
material  from  Janet  Frame  to  Hitler  Through 
May  2 at  Z Space  Studio  1360  Mission  St.  $12- 
15  437-6775. 
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THURSDAY 

Play  Hearts  — Premiere  of  'A  Thin  Place  in  the 
Universe",  a play  by  Jeff  Schwamberger.  Two 
guys  discover  a place  where  nothing's  real  but 
what's  in  your  heart.  Yeah,  uh,  in  their  dreams. 
Theatre  Rhinoceros  2926  16th  St.  8:30  Through 
May  1 $15-18  861-5079. 

Can  I Get  a Shout  Out  — Shout  Out:  Young 
Poets  & Musicians  - Part  of  ArtBeat  Galleries' 
celebration  of  National  Poetry  Month,  see  a read- 
ing of  original  works  by  young  poets,  accompa- 
nied by  young  musicians.  Free.  3266  21st  St.  7- 
9 pm.  251-8334 

San  Francisco,  Ballroom  Dance!  — Theater 
Repertory  works,  Caribbean  Capers  and  Ball- 
room Etudes.  Through  Sunday,  8 pm  Thur-Sat, 
2 pm  Sun.  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St.  $22. 
798-1300. 
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FRIDAY 

Dancing  People  — Tweel  and  Co.  present  an 
evening  of  dance,  live  music  and  visual  art  at 
Dance  Mission  Theater,  tonight  and  tomorrow 
The  Classroom  is  the  result  of  a creative  work- 
shop conducted  by  Jennifer  Tweel  with  five  stu- 
dents from  The  Hamlin  School;  other  works 
showcase  cunent  creative  efforts.  $10.  8 pm. 
331624th  St.  at  Mission.  695-0764. 

La  Pimienta,  Ben  yTecolote  — Vintage  Cafe 
La  Boheme  veterans  in  a glass  bottle  floated  up 
Bartlett  to  22nd  & Valencia,  weathered,  wiser, 
new  works  by  old  cuates  steaming  the  windows 
at  the  other  nexus,  Cafe  Multicultural  Valencia, 
9pm  1109  Valencia,  824-7659 
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SATURDAY 

Endangered  Voices  — Poetry  Music  and  Dance 


Benefiting  youth  empowerment,  immigrant  rights 
and  education  equity.  Everett  Middle  School  450 
Church  and  16th  St.  $3-6  youth,  $7-10  adults. 
496-0220  xIO  for  tickets.  Doors  open  6 pm,  show 
at  7 pm. 

Nose  Woes  — We  all  have  'em  sometimes. 
Learn  about  allergies  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  3555 
Cesar  Chavez.  10:30  - noon.  Call  to  register. 
641-6465 

Artists  of  Choler  — Re-creating  (America)  Ex- 
hibition and  Performance  at  New  College  through 
April  30,  featuring  artists  of  color.  Show  open- 
ing with  spoken  word,  experimental  dance,  live 
art  and  multimedia  performances.  Free.  For  info 
call  Priya  at  673-2274.  776  Valencia.  6:30  to 
9:30  pm. 

Mission  Business  Owners  Fair  - 'Our  Mis- 
sion is  the  Mission"  is  an  information  fair  for 
business  owners  and  managers  and  their  fami- 
lies. Information,  workshops,  demonstrations  and 
free  assistance  on  dean  streets,  safety,  park- 
ing, hazardous  waste  management  and  other 
issues.  Free  food  and  entertainment.  10  am  - 3 
pm,  Cesar  Chavez  School,  825  Shotwell.  554- 
3404. 


Bay  Area  Latin  Jazz  — Bay  Area  phenomenon 
Rebeca  Mauleon  presents  a 3-day  program  cel- 
ebrating Caribbean  and  Afro-Cuban  Music  at 
Theater  Artaud.  Lectures,  demonstrations  and 
performances  make  every  night  different  Call 
for  details,  ticket  pnces.  450  Honda  8 pm, 
Through  April  24. 621-7797 


FRIDAY 


Asian  American  Dance  — Tradewinds  VII  & 
VIII  two  showcases  of  contemporary  dance  by 
Asian  Amencan  Choreographers  at  SOMAR's 
Cultural  Center.  934  Brannon  $12.  8 pm  441- 
8831. 

Electrónica  — Computer  Music  by  John  Bischoff 
in  concert  All  about  electronic  music.  $6-8. 1246 
Folsom  St.  Tickets  go  on  sale  at  7 pm.  626- 
5416. 

A Stripper  in  the  Art  - The  Island  of  Misfits 
Toys"  Gina  Gold’s  one-woman  show  at  Lunasea 
2940  16th  St.  963-2989 


to  children  of  more  than  100  working  families 
Celebrates  last  86  years,  have  fun  getting  ready 
Will  benefit  children's  scholarship  fund,  tuition 
for  neediest  family  Still  home  way  from  home 
for  city's  kids  565-0504 

Introducción  a la  fotografía  —Taller  en 
español,  tres  Martes  27  de  Abril.  4 y 11  de 
Mayo,  6-8  pm.  Esta  clase  esta  dirigida  a todas 
las  personas  interesadas  en  aprendar  de  forma 
basica  el  uso  de  la  camara  fotográfica  Este  es 
un  curso  introductorio,  no  se  requieren 
conocimientos  previos  $60  Media  Alliance,  814 
Mission  St.  Suite  205  546-6491 
Átzlan  and  Vietnam  — Intersection  for  the  Arts 
presents  'Atzlan  and  Vietnam:  Chicano  and 
Chicana  Experiences  of  the  Wa  f a reading,  dis- 
cussion and  video  presentation  Reading  from 
the  first  anthology  of  Mexican  Amencan  short 
stones,  poems,  speeches  and  articles  about  the 
American  war  in  Vietnam.  8 pm.  446  Valencia 
$3-5.  626-2787. 


New  Cuban  Jazz  — Rngers  will  be  flying  at 
Omar  Sosa  Latin  Jazz  'Omar  Sosa  and  Fnends; 
An  Evening  of  New  Cuban  Jazz."  The  usual 
suspects  will  be  there.  8 pm,  701  Mission  St. 
$13*15.  978-ARTS 
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SUNDAY 

Oaxacuisine  — Meet  other  south  o'  the  border 
gourmands  who  think  there's  more  to  Mexico 
than  Taco  Bell's  chimichanga  at  today’s  recep- 
tion. Find  out  how  you  can  explore  the  luscious 
and  diverse  cuisines  of  Oaxaca  on  guided  gas- 
tronomical  tours,  reception  2 pm  904  Valencia, 
Encatada  gallery.  June  tours  to  Oaxaca.  703- 
9955. 


20 


TUESDAY 

Of  Soto  and  Other  Poets  — Gary  Soto,  one  of 
the  most  acclaimed  Amencan  poets  and  a real 
Amencan  kind a guy  with  a name  like  a car, 
reads  at  'New  Works/New  Voices",  a benefit  for 
Intersection  for  the  Arts.  Alberto  Ledesma  also 
reads  446  Valencia  8 pm.  $5.  626-2787. 

Alzheimer’s  Open  Discussion  — Alzheimer’s 
is,  as  we  mostly  seen  by  now,  no  fun.  But  there 
is  support  for  people  whose  life  it’ s entered 
Check  out  this  support  group  at  St  Francis  Hos- 
pital, 900  Hyde  St.  Rooms  C & D on  2d  Roor. 
5:30-7  pm.  584-1079. 

Ten  Habits  of  Highly  Deceptive  Media  — 

Though  it  could  be  Ted  Turner  or  Rupert 
Murdoch's  story,  actually  Norman  Solomon  reads 
from  his  book,  The  Habits  of  Highly  Deceptive 
Media  Back  again  at  Modem  Times,  Norman 
details  the  excesses  and  failures  of  America's 
self-censoring  mainstream  media  and  brings  out 
the  stories  they  declined  to  tell.  Like,  for  instance, 
the  fact  that  India  has  a warrant  out  for  Rupert 
Murdoch's  arrest.  Shouldn't  we  all  be  doing  that9 
7:30  pm.  888  Valencia.  282-9246 

A Knack  for  Necking  — One  of  the  most  over- 
looked erotic  skills  is  the  art  of  kissing.  With 
over  ten  years  as  a presenter  plus  a knack  for 
necking,  Tracy  Bartlett  will  help  you  discover 
how  to  add  spark  to  your  smooches  at  tonight’s 
Good  Vibrations  class.  8-10  pm,  $50  per  pair 
1210  Valencia.  974-8980. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Visual  Poetry  and  Experimental  Video  — Dis- 
gruntled artists  illustrate  machinations  of  cen- 
sorship, challenge  the  conventions  of  'personal" 
cinema  and  challenge  traditional  narrative  struc- 
ture at  tonight’s  interdisciplinary  mélange.  Thank 
god  someone's  finally  liberating  us  from  the 
tryanny  of  storytelling.  Phew  7-9  pm.  BAVC, 
2727  Mariposa  St.,  2d  Roor.  861-3282. 


THURSDAY 

Cipactii  Poets  - Alejandro  Murgia,  Poet/pro- 
fessor and  his  crew  of  young  poets  from  San 
Francisco  State  University  La  Raza  Studies 
Dept  will  read  from  works  to  be  published  in 
the  upcoming  Cipactii  Journal.  7-9  pm.  3266 
21st  St.,  near  Valencia.  251-8334 


SATURDAY 

Fear  Less  Words  — Fearless  Words  a cre- 
ative writing  workshop  for  survivors  of  sexual 
assault  held  today  and  May  1,  10  am  - 4 pm. 
Designed  to  help  survivors  find  their  creative 
voices,  write  and  find  healing.  Sponsored  by  SF 
War  led  by  two  experienced  writers  861-2024 
x308. 

Mumia  - March  for  Mumia  and  rally  to  demand 
'No  Execution"  Gather  at  Dolores  Park  to  at- 
tend the  1 pm  Rally  at  Civic  Center.  821-6545 


MONDAY 

Sex  on  the  Web  — Book  Party  The  Woman's 
Guide  to  Sex  on  the  Web  pint  the  way  to  the 
very  best  sex  sites  the  web  has  to  offer  Meet 
authors  of  the  book  as  well  as  the  people  be- 
hind today's  sex-positive  sites.  8-10  pm.  1210 
Valencia  974-8980 

Free  Concert  with  Conversation  — presented 
by  SF  Performances,  featuring  one  of  today's 
foremost  interpreters  of  Rachmaninov.  5:30-6  30 
pm.  CMC  544  Capp, 


TUESDAY 


Holy  Family  Day  Home  — hosts  a 'Mission 
into  the  Millennium"  dinner.  Day  Home  is  home 


THURSDAY 

Hip  Hop  Dance  Sensation  — Rennie  Harris 
PureMovement  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Bay  Area,  this  celebrates  Hip-Hop's  origins  as  a 
rich  and  intncate  weave  of  West  African,  Afro- 
Caribbean  and  African  American  dance  tradi- 
tions. Pops,  locks,  steps,  breaks  etc.  Through 
May  2 At  Theater  Artaud,  450  Flonda  621- 
7797, 
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No  Koolaid  Here  — Jamestown  Jam  '99 
Jamestown  Community  Center  invites  you  to 
dance  the  night  away  with  Brazilian  funk/samba 
band  Vivendo  de  Pao  9 pm-2  am  at  the  7th 
Note  Showclub  in  North  Beach.  Warm  up  with 
samba  lessons  at  9:15  pm,  see  dance  perfor- 
mances, and  raise  some  pesos  for  a 28  year 
old  Mission  Distnct  institution— a youth  center 
that  works!  7th  Note.  915  Columbus  Ave.  $20  in 
advance/$25  at  the  door  647-4709 

Poetry  We  Speak  — The  word  arts  of  Caya 
Schan  and  Leslie  Simon  live  at  Cafe  Multicultural 
Valencia,  1109  Valencia,  near  22nd.  824-7659. 
Spring  Back!  — Combined  Art  Forum  Enter- 
tainment opens  its  second  season  with  'Spring 
Returns."  Collection  of  international  myths, 
folktales,  and  short  stories  performed  All  themes 
range  from  Ancient  Greek  To  Modem  fiction, 
with  classical  music  accompanying  each  story 
Yugoslavian  gypsy  myth  of  a grateful  dead  who 
returns  from  the  dead,  the  myth  of  Demeter, 
etc  Through  May  2.  $10-15.  8 pm.  252  9th  St 


An  eclectic  collection  of  contemporary  fine  art,  jewelry, 
cards,  toys  and  gifts  for  all  occasions,  ages  & budgets 


In  Celebration  of  National  Poetry  Month 


Thurs,  April  15,  7-9  pm 

Reading  of  original  works  by  young  poets, 
accompanied  by  young  musicians 

Thursday.  April  22.  7-9  pm 
Alejandro  Murguia  & his  crew  of  young  poets  from 
SF5U  La  Raza  Studies  will  read  from  works  to  be 
published  in  the  upcoming  Cipactii  Journal 

Thurs,  April  29th.  7-9  pm 
Men  of  Color,  Roar  from  the  Heart : 

Reading  by  mature  men  of  color  April  26-  May  30 

Osvaldo 

Reception  with  the  Artist:  Fri,  May  7,  7:30-9pm  Rll{% 

New  Body  of  Work  featuring  Water  Color  and  Wire  Drawings 

Secured  public  parking  across  the  street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  & wheelchair  accessible 


i une  upo 


cmmb  m com 


Khun  to  9pm 
12  noon  to  ?pro 


14  APRIL  1999 


New  Mission  News 


Carnaval 

Countdown 


Monica  Conrady 


A couple  of  Sundays  ago,  when  most 
people  were  gluedlo  their  TV  sets 
watching  the  Oscars,  some  true 
Carnaval  fans  were  busy  picking  a couple 
of  winners  of  their  own:  this  year’s 
Carnaval  King  and  Queen.  Sixteen  contes- 
tants strutted  their  stuff,  either  solo  or  with 
partners,  March  2 1 at  the  Ashkenaz  Music 
arel  Dance  Center  in  Berkeley,  and  they 
were  all  terrific.  An  enthusiastic  crowd 
was  treated  to  a smorgasbord  of  talent 
encompassing  samba,  salsa  or  soca. 

Finally,  Carlos  Silva,  a dancer  with 
Aquarela  who  does  a mean  samba  and 
Sorcidia  Sorci’  Harris,  a lovely  salsera 
from  Panama  were  named  King  and  Queen 
for  1999.  There  were  performances  by  the 
outgoing  Royalty,  Shimon  Van  Collie  and 
Traci  Townsend,  and  by  Ms  Sweetwyne 
and  friends.  Many  thanks  to  the  folks  at 
Ashkenaz  for  hosting  this  event,  it  was  a 
blast! 

Carnaval  San  Francisco,  a one-day 
event  this  year,  will  be  held  on  Sunday 
May  30.  Memorial  Day  weekend.  This  is 
its  20th  anniversary  year  - cause  indeed  to 
celebrate,  and  one  of  Carnaval  SF's  found- 
ing members.  Adela  Chu,  is  flying  in  from 
Hawaii  for  the  festivities.  What  began  as  a 
small  gathering  in  Precita  Park  all  those 
years  ago  is  now  the  city’s  most  colorful 
bash,  a street  party  alive  with  music  and 
dance. 

Join  (he  party! 

With  less  than  eight  weeks  to  go  before 
the  Big  Day,  the  pace  is  really  starting  to 


pick  up  for  this  years  participants. 

Themes  have  been  chosen  and  costume 
designs  are  taking  shape.  Dance  routines 
are  being  worked  out  and  by  the  time  you 
read  this.  Carnaval  rehearsals  will  be  in 
full  swing. 

The  following  is  just  a small  sampling 
of  what’s  available  now: 

For  a good  workout,  guaranteed  to 
build  up  your  stamina  for  the  long  parade 
down  Mission  Street,  try  Benny  Duarte’s 
World  Dance  Workout  on  Saturday  morn- 
ings from  10am  - 12pm,  or  Jean  Luc 
Store's  Samba  Class  on  Wednesdays,  6pm 
- 7:30pm.  Both  classes  are  held  at  Dance 
Mission  on  24th  Street.  Information:  (415) 
826-4449. 

All  Ah  We  Dance  and  Drum 
Ensemble’s  theme  is  “Flashback  and 
Foreshadowing.”  In  the  spirit  of  conserva- 
tion for  the  new  millennium,  the  group 
will  be  recycling  materials  - Mylar,  feath- 
ers. you  name  it  - accumulated  from  seven 
years  of  creating  “mas”  for  Carnaval  San 
Francisco.  They’ll  be  dancing  down 
Mission  Street  to  the  hot  tropical  rhythms 
of  DJ  Sweet  Waist.  Dance  classes  are  held 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission  St..  San  Francisco  on  Wednesdays 
at  7:30pm.  Information:  (510)  532-1720. 

Fogo  Na  Roupa,  with  Carlos 
Aceituno,  will  be  celebrating  their  10th 
anniversary  this  year  with  a dance  party  at 
Bahia  Cabana  on  Saturday,  April  17.  Don’t 
miss  it.  Classes  are  held  Saturdays,  1pm  - 
3pm  and  Tuesdays,  8pm  - 9:30pm  at  the 


PUERTO 

ALEGRE 

RESTAURANT  No.  1 


VouVe  .lever  really  tried  Mexican 
food  until  you’ve  been  to:^ 


g?  NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 

546  VALENCIA  ST.  255-8201 


Mission  Cultural  Center.  Sunday  classes 
are  held  in  the  East  Bay.  percussion  from 
2pm  - 4pm,  and  dance  from  4pm  - 6pm,  at 
CitiCenter  Dance  Theatre  in  Oakland  For 
information  call  Fogo’s  hotline:  (510)  464- 
5999. 

“A  Tribute  to  Iansa:  Goddess  of  the 
Winds”  is  this  year’s  theme  for  Escola 
Nova  de  Samba,  with  Josephine  Morada. 
Classes  are  held  at  the  Bemal  Heights 
Neighborhood  Center  on  Cortland  Street, 
7:30pm  - 9pm.  Weekend  rehearsals  are 
planned  but  were  not  confirmed  at  press 
time  Information:  (415)  661-4798. 

This  year,  Rhonda  Stagnaro  Low’s 
Mara  Reggae  will  be  teaming  up  with 
Blanche  Brown’s  Petite  La  Croix  and 
Vanessa  Mosqueda’s  Danza  Azteca. 
E?q^ct  a super-huge  Carnaval  contingent 
on  the  streets  May  30th.  Indoor  rehearsals 
are  held  Sundays.  12:30pm  - 2:30pm,  at 
Rhythm  & Motion  Studios,  1133  Mission 
St.,  San  Francisco.  Outdoor  rehearsals  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  start  in  May 
Information:  (415)  621-0643. 

Sadly,  Samba  do  Coracao,  with  Mary 
Dollar  and  Fernando  de  Sanjines,  will  not 
be  a part  of  Carnaval  this  time  around. 
However,  they  will  be  performing  at  many' 
other  major  events  through  the  year. 
Classes  in  percussion  and  dance  are  held  at 


50  Brady  St.,  in  San  Francisco  on 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays.  Mary  just  spent  a 
month  in  Brazil  and  has  some  wild  and 
wonderful  new  moves  to  pass  on. 
Information:  (415)  826-2588. 

Aquarela,  with  Mana  Sousa,  will  be 
introducing  the  first  Trio  Eletrico  to  the 
Bay  Area.  A popular  feature  of  Carnaval,  a 
Trio  Eletrico  is  basically  a decorated 
flatbed  truck  carrying  an  entire  band  with 
a sound  system  that  would  wake  the  dead. 
Friday  dance  classes  and  Sunday 
rehearsals  are  held  at  Funk  Works,  5515 
Doyle  St.,  Emeryville.  Information:  (510) 
548-1310 


Last  month,  I reported  that  a perfor- 
mance, Añoranza  de  una  Epoca  with 
Ramon  Ramos,  featuring  Cuban  dance 
through  the  ages,  would  be  held  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  April  17.  That  has 
changed.  MCC  will  have  two  perfor- 
mances; Friday  April  23  and  Saturday 
April  24.  It’s  a great  show  - not  to  be 
missed  Information:  (415)  821-1155. 

That’s  it  for  now.  fellow  Carnaval 
enthusiasts.  There’ll  be  many  exciting 
events  and  happenings  to  report  in  May,  so 
watch  this  space  next  month  - and  keep 
those  hips  moving! 


WWW.VALENCIASTWmUSCLB.COM 


Two  Weeks  Free 


($50  value) 


* SF’s  Newest  Independent  Gvm ! 


• Friendly  Knowledgeable  Staff 

• Certined  Personal  Training 

• Independent  Trainers  Welcome 


|MUSdE| 

^ AND  fTTNÍSS  C£W7T*P 


• Newly  Remodeled 

• Brand  New  Equipment 

• Locally  Owned  & Operated 


333  Valencia  Street  at  14th  Street 
415.626.8360 

• With  this  coupon.  Local  new  visitors  only  One  pass  per  person  per  year  Oder  may  be  withdrawn  at  anytime. 

Expires  4-15-99 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


OPEN  7 DAYJS  A WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  811-0997 


A Women-Owned  Business 


found  : Maedchen  in  Uniform  (1931) 


>< 


customer  reaction:  "Wow!  Even  Le  V^deo  didn't  have  this  movie, 

where : 


ESPRESSO  BAR 


3614  18th  Street  (btn.  Guerrero  & Dolores) 


By  the  way,  this  is  an  early,  groundbreaking  German  feminist  classic. 


ph.  415.522.0434 
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Avotcja,  Carlos  Ramirez 
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Jeanne  Powell,  Craig  Easley 
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Cordelia  Brown,  James  Denison 

april  23,  fri 

Margot  Pepper,  Ben  darte 
Carlos  Vega 
april  30,  fri 
Caya  Seiran  • Leslie  Sanan 


Mission  District  Lutheran  School  class  (1901) 


Shades  of  the  Mission 


9pm  • Friday  Night  Reading  Series 

c*ieui<  Cultural  S i 


by  Victor  Miller 


March  7 was  Photo  Day  at  the 
Mission  Branch  Library. 
Hundreds  of  current  and  former 
residents  packed  the  library  facility  to  over 
flowing  in  response  to  an  appeal  to  to 
come  by  and  donate  from  their  personal 
photo  collections  to  “Shades  of  the 
Mission,”  a neighborhood  documentary 
archive.  Over  400  photographs  from  100 
different  sources  were  selected  and  copied 
on  the  spot.  These  will  become  part  of  a 
permanent  photo  history  of  the  Mission. 
Selected  pictures  will  be  part  of  extereied 
exhibitions  at  both  the  Mission  and  Main 
Branch  Libraries  this  fall. 

One  person  who  contributed, 
Francisco  Camplis,  has  amassed  a large 
body  of  work  detailing  the  political  histo- 
ry of  the  Mission.  He  said  he  overcame  his 
initial  concerns  about  researchers  who 
“come  into  the  community  - do  their  thing, 
publish  and  make  some  bucks  Then 
they  ’re  gone  ” Camplis  thought  it  was  time 
for  regular  people,  especially  Latinos  to  be 
part  of  the  documentation  process.  “It  just 
might  be  that  we  (Latinos)  are  becoming 
an  endangered  species  here  in  the  Mission, 
when  you  w alk  around  and  see  all  the  gen- 
trification.” 

Susan  Goldstein,  City  Archivist  for 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  was 
excited  about  both  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  photographs  “It’s  incredible.  We 
have  people  waiting  in  the  lobby  and  it 
looks  like  we  may  have  to  do  a second 
day...  We’re  getting  really  old  photos  from 
the  1800’s  - family  photos  taken  in  photo 
studios  that  used  to  exist  in  San  Francisco. 
We’re  also  getting  pictures  of  parades  and 
demonstrations  from  the  1960’s  and 
1970’s.” 


Goldstein  saw  the  project  as  adding  a 
missing  element  to  the  city’s  story,  “This  is 
important  if  you  want  to  do  any  kind  of 
social  history.  We  already  have  a lot  of  pic- 
tures of  buildings,  streets  and  architecture 
But  we  really  wanted  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
whole  range  of  people  that  lived  here  over 
the  years,  how  they  dressed,  how  they 
worked  and  what  they  did  for  recreation.” 

For  others,  like  Jeanette  Saccheri  and 
her  sister  Georgette,  the  day  was  like  a 
homecoming.  Their  family  has  been  in  San 
Francisco  since  before  the  1906 
Earthquake.  Bom  and  raised  in  the 
Mission,  both  sisters  are  graduates  of 
Mission  High  and  although  they  no  longer 
live  in  they  neighborhood,  they  have 
strong  emotional  ties  to  the  community. 
“When  you  grow  up  with  such  happy  days 
and  a happy  environment  it’s  hard  not  to 
think  about  it.  This  is  one  day  I feel  like  I 
never  left  the  Mission  at  all  - seeing  old 
friends  and  kids  we  grew  up  with  we  had- 
n’t seen  in  40  or  50  years.  Fantastic!” 
Jeanette  said 

Kate  Connell  of  the  Mission  Branch 
Library  and  co-ordinator  for  “Shades  of 
the  Mission”  said  she  hoped  the  finished 
project  would  reflect  the  ‘Variety,  exten- 
sive history  and  great  generosity  of  spirit 
that  makes  up  the  Mission.” 

“Shades  of  the  Mission”  is  a project  of 
California  Council  of  the  Humanities 
which  also  sponsored  “Shades  of  the 
Western  Addition.”  In  addition  to  the 
photo  exhibition,  two  panel  discussions  on 
the  Mission’s  history  and  a storytelling 
program  for  children  are  also  in  the  plan- 
ning stages. 

Selections  from  “Shades  of  the 
Mission”  will  be  published  in  the  New 
Mission  News  beginning  next  month  For 
more  information  call  Kate  Connell  at 
(415)  695-5090. 
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3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CSfeifetJTO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant ! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-6667 


'U*uu»)|  jopix»¿  OfUOjjV  'I»j»n6jy  •6jO(- 


ló  APRIL  1999 


New  Mission  News 


From  Left  to  right,  Credit  Unionists  Asiya  Subedar,  Asefa  Subedar,  Saeed  Subedar  and 
Adrienne  Andrews.  Photo  by  Frank  Morales 


started  this  program,  it’s  funding  today 
comes  entirely  from  private  foundations, 
corporations  and  banking  institutions.  Levi 
Straus,  The  Walter  Hass  Jr  Fund,  The 
Friedman  Foundation,  Citibank  and  the 
C.M.P.  Foundation  are  all  major  contribu- 
tors. Much  of  the  office  equipment  was 
acquired  with  the  assistance  of 
M.  A.G.I.K.,  Movement  and  Acquisition  of 
Gifts  in  Kind. 

Outreach  for  this  program  occurs  at 
public  schools,  subsidized  and  public 
housing,  and  youth  centers.  Often,  pizza 
parties  are  held  to  familiarize  kids  and 
their  families  with  the  program.  The  best 
recruiters  for  the  program  are  the  kids  who 
are  already  participating  in  the  program 

Participation  in  the  credit  Union  is 
easy.  For  youth  9-years  old  and  up,  it  only 
takes  five  dollars  to  start  a savings 
account  Nine-year  olds  can  start  accounts 
with  only  two  dollars.  . 


gram  provides  real  life  training  and  expe- 
rience in  dealing  with  financial  systems, 
opportunities  for  job  training,  lessons  in 
personal  and  public  responsibility,  and  the 
chance  to  participate  in  meaningful  demo- 
cratic decision  making  process.  Is  this  a 
great  country  or  what? 

The  next  step  for  the  SF  Youth  Credit 
Union  is  to  start  generating  it’s  own  fund- 
ing. The  investment  portfolio  funded  by 
Citibank  is  a step  in  that  direction.  The 
Youth  Credit  Union  also  holds  fundraising 
events.  The  next  one  planned  is  a Movie 
Matinee  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  on 
April  3rd.  The  playbill  has  yet  to  be  decid- 
ed. But  admission  will  be  somewhere  in 
the  $1.50  to  2.00  range.  (The  managers 
were  still  discussing  the  admission  price 
while*  this  reporter  was  interviewing 
them).  Hey,  come  on  down  and  catch  a 
flick.  Bring  the  kids.  You  can’t  beat  the 
price  and  you’ll  be  supporting  a great 
cause.  I know  you’ll  meet  some  great  kids 


Kids  you  can  bank  on 

Creditable  youth  run  Youth  Credit  Union  Program 


Since  the  program  focuses  on  the 
South  of  Market  and  Mission  communi- 
ties, more  than  75%  of  the  participants  are 
recent  immigrants.  It  would  be  hard  to 
imagine  a program  that  covers  more  bases 
and  provides  more  bang  for  the  buck  for 
recent  immigrants  than  this  one.  This  pro- 


The San  Francisco  Youth  Credit  Union  is 
located  in  the  Redstone  building  on  16th 
street  between  Mission  and  South  Van 
Ness  Ave.  Hours  are  Wednesday,  4pm  - 
5pm,  and  Saturday  from  Noon  to  2:30pm. 
For  more  information  call  (415)  431- 
5248. 


By  Frank  Morales 

There  are  plenty  of  places  in  the 
Mission  where  a young  person  can 
learn  a harsh  lesson  or  two  about 
finance.  Check  cashing  stores  that  charge 
ridiculous  rates  for  those  without  bank 
accounts;  Rent-to-own  and  “easy-credit’’ 
furniture  stores  that  charge  usurious  rates; 
Pawn  shops  that  lend  a tiny  fraction  of  col- 
lateral value  and  charge  enormous  interest 
- and  those  are  just  some  of  the  legal  rip- 
offs. 


There  are  also  plenty  of  people  with 
modest  means  and  limited  financial 
knowledge  who  are  prevented  from  taking 
that  first  step  up  the  entrepreneurial  ladder 
by  their  inability  to  access  sufficient  capi- 
tal. In  business,  the  best  idea  in  the  world 
is  useless  if  you  don't  have  the  capital  to 
develop  it. 

As  past  Director  of  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association, 
Raquel  Medina,  had  plenty  of  opportunity 
to  see  the  debilitating  effects  of  a lack  of 
financial  expertise.  Then  she  had  an  idea; 
why  not  start  a youth  oriented  credit 
union?  She  saw  a need  for  a place  where 
the  youth  of  the  Mission  could  acquire  the 
kinds  of  financial  literacy  that  they  would 
need  to  be  successful  as  adults. 

In  collaboration  with  the  South  of 
Market  Foundation,  Medina  took  her  idea 
to  the  San  Francisco  Enterprise 
Community  Board  and  won  the  funding  to 
start  the  San  Francisco  Youth  Credit  Union 
Program  in  Fall  of  1996,  Medina’s  vision 
is  alive  and  well  a full  year  after  Enterprise 
Community  funding  has  ended.  Due,  in  no 
small  part,  to  the  dedication  and  involve- 
ment of  the  Vista  and  Americoip  pro- 
grams This  credit  union  serves  the  youth 
of  the  South  of  Market  area  as  well  as  the 
Mission  and  is  currently  housed  in  the 
Redstone  building  on  16th  Street,  between 
Mission  and  South  Vin  Ness.  It  is  the  only 
successful  inter-neighborhood  collabora- 
tion to  come  out  of  the  Enterprise 
Community  project. 

Today,  the  San  Francisco  Youth  Credit 
Union  Program  is  serving  over  130  kids. 
The  program  offers  informational  and 
leadership  workshops,  check  cashing  ser- 
vices, long  term  savings  accounts,  bank 
teller  and  other  job  training  opportunities 
for  youth  volunteers  at  the  Credit  Union 
office.  An  investment  portfolio,  managed 
by  the  kids  themselves,  will  be  started  this 
year  and  there  are  plans  to  offer  a loan  pro- 
gram in  the  near  future.  The  investment 


program  was  funded  by  a targeted  dona- 
tion from  Citibank  Corporation. 

The  San  Francisco  Youth  Credit 
Union  Program  offers  more  than  just 
workshops  and  financial  services.  It  offers 
kids  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the 
democratic  entity  that  is  a full -functioning 
credit  union.  For  example,  the  members  at 
large  elect  all  board  members  and  man- 
agers. The  board  develops  policy  guide- 
lines and  resolves  disputes  and  member 
complaints.  The  all-volunteer  youth  office 
staff  consists  of  one  manager,  two  assistant 
managers  and  30  kids  trained  as  tellers. 
This  is  much  more  that  a credit  union  that 
serves  youth.  It  is  a credit  union  that  is 
youth  managed  and  operated.  The  Adult 
staff  is  comprised  of  a full-time  Program 
Director,  Margaret  Libby,  and  a part-time 
Outreach  Coordinator,  Gabriel  Datatraia 
They  provide  assistance  and  direction  to 
the  board  and  the  managers. 

While  Enterprise  Community  funding 


Own  a single-family  or  a multifamily  building  with  fifteen  units  or  less  in  San 
Francisco7  Then  you  can  buy  one  or  more  water-efficient 
toilets  from  the  San  Francisco  Water  Dept,  for 

only  $10  per  toilet  on: 

Saturday,  April  17,  8 a.m.  to  2 p.m. 

John  O’Connell  H.S.,  41st  Ave.  & Ortega 

Supplies  are  limited.  Those  without  preapprovals  will  be  served  on  a first  come, 
first  serve  basis. 

Contact  SFWD  at  923-2571. 


A 


Your  neighborhood  credit  union 
is  introducing  a NEW  CAR  LOAN  PROGRAM! 

For  a limited  time  only,  we  are  offering 
NEW  & USED  CAR  LOANS 
at  these  LOW  RATES 

NEW  VEHICLE  (80%  financing) 

USED  VEHICLE  (90%  financing*) 

*Not  to  exceed  100%  blu ebook  value 
Other  member  services  available: 

Savings  & Checking  Accounts,  Debit  & Visa  cards,  ATM,  CD’s,  Many  other  Loan  Programs 

If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission,  you  are  eligible  to  become  a member 
and  to  apply  for  a car  loan.  If  you  bring  this  ad  and  apply  for  a car  loan, 
we  will  waive  your  membership  fee!  Call  us  today!! 

Mission  Area  Federal  Credit  Union 
2940-  16°*  St.,  3rd  Floor  Tel  431-2268  Fax  255-7891 
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Guerrero  House  provides  a safe  haven  for  young  people  living  on  the  edge 


By  Lauren  Rosenberg 


£ £We  laugh  all  the  time,"  says  Jennifer 

Plummer,  After-Care  Coordinator  for 

Guerrero  House,  Catholic  Charities’ 
Transitional  Living  Program  for  Homeless 
Young  Adults.  Laughter  is  part  of  a heal- 
ing process  for  residents  of  Guerrero 
House  who  undertake  this  process  when 
they  choose  to  confront  lifelong  struggles 
with  homelessness,  drug  addiction,  eating 
disorders,  unemployment,  absentee  par- 
ents or  tormenting  memories  of  physical, 
sexual  and  mental  abuse. 

Guerrero  House  opened  in  July  of 
1990  as  the  largest  residential  program  in 
San  Francisco  designed  to  target  homeless 
youth.  The  brick  mansion  on  the  comer  of 
21st  Street  and  Guerrero  Streets  has  20 
beds  to  accommodate  10  men  and  10 
women,  ages  1 8 to  23,  for  up  to  1 8 months. 
However,  the  average  stay  is  5 to  7 months 
because  residents  are  anxious  and  excited 
to  begin  living  independently  and  working 
toward  achieving  their  personal  goals. 

Funded  primarily  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  (HUD)  and  the 
San  Francisco  Department  of  Human 
Services  (DHS),  Guerrero  House  relies 
heavily  on  corporate  and  private  financial 
support  Volunteers  are  also  a critical  part 
of  the  program  and  help  to  bridge  gaps  in 
a community  that  is  plagued  with  a lack  of 
affordable  housing,  economic  opportuni- 
ties and  educational  resources. 

The  critical  need  for  resources  for  this 
age  group  is  monumental,  as  Plummer 
points  out,"  You  are  18  and  are  suddenly 
out  in  the  world  and  you  don’t  have  the 
basic  tools  to  get  through  it”  A compre- 
hensive curriculum  that  merges  basic  liv- 
ing skills  with  need-specific  programs 
gives  the  men  and  women  of  Guerrero 
House  a solid  foundation  for  moving  for- 
ward in  the  world.  Residents  receive  basic 
training  in  money  and  household  manage- 
ment and  can  take  advantage  of  on-sight 
vocational  assessment  and  various  educa- 
tional programs.  Guerrero  House  provides 
counseling  and  enhances  medical  and  drug 
treatment  programs  with  health  awareness 
and  social  skills  classes  like  anger  man- 
agement and  conflict  resolution. 

All  of  the  residents  chip  in  with 
household  chores  and  must-have  full  time 
schedules  within  60  days  of  their  entrance 
into  the  program.  They  must  enroll  in 
classes  to  work  towards  getting  their  GED 
(General  Equivalency  Diploma)  and  are 
encouraged  to  take  classes  through  com- 
munity, city  or  state  colleges.  All  youth  in 
the  program  are  required  to  contribute  30 
percent  of  their  income  to  program  fees 
and  deposit  an  additional  20  percent  into  a 
personal  savings  account.  Guerrero  House 
Case  Managers  work  directly  with  those 
who  enter  the  program  with  substance 
recovery  issues  to  establish  a personalized 
intervention  program.  Drug  use  and/or 
violence  results  in  immediate  dismissal 
from  the  program  as  these  behaviors  are 
contrary  to  the  program’s  goal  of  creating 
a safe  living  space. 

Guerrero  House  has  established  an 
environment  of  mutual  respect,  reciprocal 
learning  and  tolerance.  The  residents  are 
diverse,  representing  various  ethnic  back- 
grounds cultures  and  languages.  They 
include  straight  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and 
transge nde red  youth  each  dealing  with 
their  unique  histories  and  the  individual 
circumstances  of  their  lives  that  inform 
their  distinct  identities.  Laura  Nevarro,  a 
Residential  Counselor,  articulates  a partic- 
ular and  positive  challenge  a group  like 
this  one  presents,  “That  age  group  hates 
authority  figures... you  have  to  meet  them 


Guerrero  House  has  all  the  comforts  but  none  erf  hassles  of  home.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


where  they  are  at  and  help  them  create  an 
environment  where  they  can  make  good 
decisions.” 

The  program  recently  implemented 
“The  Friday  night  outing  Program,”  where 
residents  seek  fun  in  non-alcoholic  envi- 
ronments such  as  movie  theaters  or  the 
Exploritorium.  Guerrero  House  also  hosts 
“Community  Dinner  Nights,”  when  volun- 
teers can  come  in  and  cook  dinner  with  the 
residents. 

Nevarro  describes  the  mutual  benefits 
of  working  with  homeless  young  adults  to 
create  a resourceful  community  that  culti- 
vates self -empowerment  and  self-esteem 
She  says,  “It  is  rewarding  because  they 
have  their  whole  lives  ahead  of  them  and 
the  potential  for  positive  change  is  great” 
This  positive  change  is  evidenced  in 
Guerrero  House’s  success  rate:  7 out  of  10 
people  enrolled  in  the  program  move  into 
permanent  living  situations. 

Guerrero  House  works  closely  with 
the  following  organizations:  The  Eureka 
Valley  Recreational  Center,  opened  recent- 
ly will  have  30  beds  available  for  ages  18 
to  23.  Dimensions  Clinic  on  Noe  Street 


runs  a health  center  for  queer  youth  every 
Thursday  from  5 to  8pm  The  Haight 
Ashbury  Free  Clinic,  providing  health  ser- 
vices. New  Leaf  which  offers  therapy  to 
the  queer  community.  Hospitality  House, 
a drop-in  center  in  the  Tenderloin  offering 
breakfast  and  lunch.  Opnet,  providing 
computer  program  training  Youth 
Industries,  offering  job  training  programs 
and  drop-in  services. 

Guerrero  House  holds  drop-in  meetings 
every  Tuesday  night  at  6:30pm . 899 
Guerrero  Street  (at  the  comer  of  21st 
Street).  For  more  information  about 
Guerrero  House,  or  to  volunteer  call  (415) 
550-4478. 
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Where  can  I go  for  free  or  low  cost  multimedia  training 

and  help  finding  a job? 


Go  HERE  for  Free  computer  & multimedia  training  in  English  and  Español. 

m 


Computer  Basics,  Multimedia  Basics. 

• Internet  Basics. 
• Computación-En  Español. 

• Bilingual  Instruction  in 
• Personal  Finances,  Word,  Excel. 

• Daily  computer  access. 


th. 


16th 


Arriba  Juntos 

1850  Mission  St.  near  15 

Bilingual  orientations 

Thursdays  9:30am  & Saturdays  10am. 

Employment  specialists  available. 


Para  mas  informacion:487-7831 


• Job  Resource  Center 
Open  to  the  public  12pm-6pm,  Mon-Fri. 
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Mission: 


Bay  Area  Video 
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5%  2727  Mariposa  St. 
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Gratis  y Abierto  a los  residentes  de  bajos  y moderados  ingresos  del  Distrito  de  la  Misión. 
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Some  serious  muscle  on  Valencia  St. 

A relocated  Jim  Schmitz  talks  about  drugs  and  Olympic  politics 

By  Victor  Miller 


Jim  Schmitz  is  still  defying  gravity  after  all  these  years.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


You  may  have  noticed  that  the 
Sports  Palace  is  no  longer  at  its 
19th  and  Valencia  Street  location. 
This  was  where  serious  body  builders  and 
Olympic  weightlifting  champions  beefed 
it  up  for  the  last  27  years.  But  the 
Mission  s working  class  gym  has  not  left 
the  neighborhood,  just  moved  a few  blocks 
down  the  street  Gravity  defying  free 
weight  feats  are  still  performed  with  the 
same  Gold  Medal-focused  intensity  at 
what  is  now  called  Valencia  Muscle,  but 
co-owners  Jim  Schmitz  and  Kirk  Ireland 
have  completely  modernized  the  new 
operation  with  a full  spectrum  of  cutting 
edge  machines 

There  are  devices  for  every  muscle 
you  ever  thought  of  exercising  and  some 
for  muscles  you  may  not  have  realized  you 
had,  plus  a nice  selection  of  cardiovascu- 
lar stair  and  cycle  equipment.  The  gym  has 
the  advantage  of  not  being  crowded  and 
Schmitz  promises  to  keep  it  that  way  by 
not  overselling  memberships.  Just  as  at  the 
old  Sports  Palace,  ninety  percent  of  the 
members  are  Mission  residents 

When  Schmitz  and  his  crew  of  deter- 
mined iron-pumpers  are  in  serious  session, 
the  awesome  KERBOOM  of  a pow  er  lifter 
returning  300  or  more  pounds  of  iron  to 
the  floor  still  dominates  the  ambiance. 
And  the  signature  sounds  of  the  old  Sports 
Palace,  piped-in  rock  and  roll  and  the 
clamor  of  the  various  contraptions  still 
resound.  The  voyeur-friendly  view  provid- 
ed by  the  old  sidewalk-level  picture  win- 
dows at  the  old  Sports  Palace  may  be 
gone,  but  the  neighborhood  feel  remains  in 
the  newer  and  swankier  digs. 

Schmitz  has  a long  history  in  the 
Mission.  He  began  as  a partner  in  what 
was  then  Alex’s  Sports  Palace  at  24th  and 
Mission  in  1968,  took  over  from  Alex, 
then  moved  the  gym  to  Valencia  and  19th 
in  1972.  Last  year,  unable  to  get  his  lease 
renewed  by  a new  landlord,  Schmitz 
looked  at  the  location  being  vacated  by 
Gold’s  Gym  at  14th  and  Valencia;  so  did 
Ireland  who  was  in  the  process  of  moving 
out  of  his  9th  Avenue  Muscle  and  Fitness 
Center.  They  decided  to  combine 
resources  and  put  together  Valencia 
Muscle. 

The  Olymics  and  drugs 

While  Schmitz  dodged  a bullet  in  terms  of 
relocating  in  San  Francisco’s  exoibitant 
real  estate  market,  he  certainly  had  to  take 
one  for  the  team  in  the  realm  of  interna- 
tional sports  politics  despite  a distin- 
guished career.  His  association  with  the 
Olympics  goes  back  to  1972  when  he 
trained  US  weightlifting  team  members 
Dan  Canto  re  and  Ken  Patera.  Based  on  his 
success  as  a coach,  Schmitz  was  named 
weightlifting  competition  director  for  in 
1984.  Schmitz  said  his  most  impressive 
student  was  Mario  Martinez,  a San 
Francisco  resident,  who  had  a career  last- 
ing nearly  20  years  in  a sport  where  5 
years  is  the  average.  Martinez  holds  the 
world  s record  (413  pounds)  for  an  event 
known  as  The  Snatch.  In  this  event, 
weights  are  lifted  from  the  floor  to  an 
arms-fully -extended  over  the  head  posi- 
tion in  a single  motion. 

In  the  eighties  the  Sports  Palace  won 
the  US  National  Weightlifting  champi- 
onship seven  times  and  in  1988  Schmitz 
became  the  President  of  the  US 
Weightlifting  Federation.  In  1992  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
International  Weightlifting  Federation 
(IWF)  which  is  made  up  of  representatives 
from  16  countries.  Schmitz  was  assigned 
to  the  Science  and  Research  Committee; 
one  whose  chief  concerns  was  monitoring 
athletes  for  drug  use.  Schmitz  assumed  the 


assignment  was  due  to  the  work  he  had 
done  with  the  US  Weightlifting 
Federation.  “One  of  the  things  I’m  most 
proud  of  is  that  when  I was  President  we 
created  a full  and  high  level  program  that 
pretty  much  knocked  out  drug  use.” 

On  the  International  level  Schmitz 
found  things  were  pretty  dicey.  “The  IWF 
has  these  rules  but  whenever  they  have  a 
star  that  gets  caught  they  back  away,”  he 
said.  During  his  first  year  on  the  IWF 
executive  council,  five  Russian  athletes 
tested  positive  for  illegal  steroids.  The  rule 
at  the  time  was  that  if  three  members  of  a 
team  test  positive,  the  whole  team  is  sus- 
pended. The  Russians  w ere  having  none  of 
it  and  according  to  Schmitz  a deal  wras 
cooked  up  between  IWF  executive  secre- 
tary Tomas  Ajan,  who  Schmitz  calls  “the 
dictator  of  the  sport  of  weightlifting 
throughout  the  world,”  and  Russian 
President  Boris  Yeltsin.  The  guilty  athletes 
drew  a suspension  but  the  team  was  let  off 
the  hook  with  a $50,000  fine.  It  being  my 
rookie  year,  I didn't  rock  the  boat,” 
Schmitz  said  But  like  many  others  he  con- 
sidered the  whole  thing  to  be  a payoff. 

Changing  the  rules 

In  1995  Alexander  Kurlovich  of  Belarus 
got  caught  taking  drugs.  Schmitz  argued 
strongly  for  a lifetime  suspension. 
Kurlovich  got  off  with  a one-year  suspen- 
sion. Three  months  later  at  an  IWF  meet- 
ing the  drug  rules  were  modified  and 
Kurlovich  was  reinstated.  “It  was  also  at 
that  meeting  that  they  determined  I had  to 
go,”  said  Schmitz.  Although  not  officially 
removed  from  the  Executive  Board,  he 
found  he  was  seldom  recognized  to  speak 
and  his  agenda  items  never  got  heard. 
Schmitz  could  only  sit  in  disgust  as  Yeltsin 
intervened  again,  this  time  on  behalf  of 
world  champion  Alexi  Petrov,  a superstar 
equivalent  to  Michael  Jordan  in  the 
Russian  sports  scene,  who  was  caught 
using  steroids. 

By  the  time  of  the  Atlanta  Games  in 
1996,  Schmitz  was  off  the  IWF  executive 
counsel  whom  he  takes  as  “an  incredible 
insult  to  me  and  the  US  Weightlifting 
Federation."  He  sees  the  situation  as  a case 
of  justice  turned  upside  down:  “The  irony 
of  this  is  that  the  guy  that  fights  drug  use 
gets  kicked  out  and  the  guy  that  takes 
drugs  [Petrov)  wins  a Gold  Medal.” 
Schmitz  also  acknowledges  the  lack  of 
support  he  received  when  he  really  needed 
it,  “People  who  encouraged  me  to  take 


these  stands  ran  for  the  hills  when  things 
got  hot." 

Schmitz  will  go  to  the  next  Olympics 
as  a journalist  for  Milo,  a magazine  cover- 
ing strength  events  around  the  world.  “I’m 
kind  of  forced  to  stay  away  from  the  polit- 
ical stuff  because  I don’t  want  to  do  any- 
thing that's  going  to  hurt  the  United 
States.” 

He  is  also  unimpressed  by  the  penal- 
ties handed  out  in  the  current  Olympic 
bribery  scandals;  “All  they  did  was  get 
kick  out  six  guys  from  poor  third  world 
countries.  Because  of  all  that’s  going  on 
with  the  Salt  Lake  City  corruption  and 


bribery  deal,  the  chug  issues  have  been  put 
on  the  back  burner  - but  that's  going  to 
blow  up  on  them  still.” 

Meanwhile  back  here  in  the  hood,  to 
forget  about  politics  for  a while,  to  work 
out  with  future  Olympians  or  to  just  loose 
that  middle  age  spread,  check  out  Valencia 
Muscle. 


Valencia  Muscle  is  located  at  333  Valencia 
Street  @ 1 4th  Street  and  open  M-F  6am  to 
1 1 pm,  Sat.  8am  to  7pm  and  Sun.  8am  to 
6pm.  Tel.  626-8360. 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 
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By  Lauren  Rosenberg 

iQua  Viva  la  Causa! 

The  United  Farm  Workers  Union,  the 
Cesar  Chavez  Foundation  and  the  Real 
Alternatives  program  are  cosponsors  for 
this  year’s  Walk  for  Justice  on  Saturday, 
April  10.  The  San  Francisco  event  concurs 
with  similar  events  to  take  place  in  Los 
Angeles  and  Chicago,  and  honors  the  life 
of  Cesar  Chavez.  Marchers  will  rally  in 
Dolores  Park  from  11am  to  12pm,  then, 
led  by  Dolores  Huerta  and  joined  by 
Nancy  Pelosi,  Tom  Ammiano  and  Danny 
Valdez  they  will  walk  to  La  Raza  Park 
(Potrero  del  Sol)  at  25th  and  San  Bnino 
where  they  will  be  treated  to  food,  enter- 
tainment, and  speakers. 

Come  celebrate  the  life  and  legacy  of 
Cesar  Chavez,  and  help  send  out  his  mes- 
sage of  non-violence  to  the  strawberry 
fields  of  Watsonville  and  the  streets  of  the 
Mission.  Help  the  cause  by  signing  up  oth- 
ers to  sponsor  you  on  the  walk.  To  partici- 
pate, contact  Erin  Kain  at  (415)  674-1884. 


Curb  Service  for  the  Yucky  Stuff 

As  of  March  22,  Curbside  Inc.,  is  picking 
up  used  motor  oil  and  filters  from  residents 
in  the  Mission,  Potrero  Hill, 
Bayview/Hunter’s  Point,  Bemal  Heights, 
Portóla,  Visitación  Valley,  Excelsior,  and 
Crocker/ Amazon  neighborhoods  Just  put 
the  used  oil  in  a closed  container  and  set  it 
out  with  your  other  recyclables.  The  pro- 
gram is  sponsored  by  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  through  a Grant  from  the 
California  Integrated  Waste  Management 
Board  “One  Gallon  of  motor  oil  poured 
down  a drain  can  pollute  up  to  a million 
gallons  of  water  in  our  creeks,  the  bay  or 
the  ocean,”  says  Paul  Horcher,  Director  of 
the  Solid  Waste  Management  Program 
For  more  information  about  this  program, 
call  1 (800)  449-7587. 


Show  us  the  Money! 

Tax  Aid  offers  free  help  preparing  federal 
and  state  tax  returns  to  families  with  total 
incomes  of  less  than  $26,000.  Bring  your 
W-2  forms,  and  other  proofs  of  income 
and  blank  tax  forms  to  the  following  loca- 
tions: the  Central  American  Resource 
Center  (CARECEN),  1245  Alabama 
Street,  on  Saturdays  - March  27,  April  3, 
or  April  10,  between  10:00am  and 
2:00pm;  or  Mission  Community  College. 
106  Bartlett  Street,  Room  224  on 
Wednesdays,  March  10, 17,  or  24,  between 
6:00pm  to  8:00pm.  Tax  Aid  has  returned 
more  than  $3  million  in  tax  refunds  to 
almost  6,000  low-income  taxpayers.  In 
one  case  a single  mother  of  two  whom  had 
not  filed  tax  returns  for  several  years  and 
feared  the  worst,  was  able  to  get  back 
150%  of  her  annual  income  ($11,860) 
through  use  of  the  Earned  Income  Tax 
Credit. 

Deals  on  Wheels 

The  Senior  Wheels  Program  USA  makes 
available  free  power  (electric)  wheelchairs 
to  qualified  senior  citizens  and  the  perma- 
nently disabled.  This  National  program 
has  helped  mobilize  people  all  over  the 
country,  literally.  Many  people  don’t  real- 
ize that  they  may  be  eligible  to  obtain  a no- 
cost  electric  wheelchair,  the  Senior  Wheels 
Program  works  closely  with  each  appli- 
cant and  their  health  care  providers  to 
ensure  that  all  qualified  individuals 


receive  this  essential  item.  The  only  crite- 
ria for  eligibility  are  age  (seniors  65-years 
and  older)  and  disability  (unable  to  walk  or 
use  a hand-propelled  wheelchair  for  nor- 
mal activities).  The  program  handles  all 
inquiries  on  a case  by  case  basis. 

• The  power  wheelchairs  are  drop- 
shipped  to  certified  technicians  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  recipients,  who  receive  in- 
home  operating  instructions.  Support  ser- 
vices and  maintenance  for  the  power 
wheelchair  are  also  provided  by  certified 
technicians  for  the  life  of  the  warranty,  and 
the  Senior  Wheels  Program  handles  these 
costs.  To  find  out  if  you  qualify  or  for 
more  information  about  this  service,  call 
Leon  Johnson  toll  free  at  1 (800)  246-6010 
After  April  19. 

Escape  From  the  Bayview  Building 

The  Mission  Branch  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  will  be  closed  Sunday, 
April  11,  through  Monday,  May  3,  for  the 
return  move  to  its  newly  renovated  perma- 
nent building  at  300  Bartlett  Street  (on 
24th  St.  between  Mission  and  Valencia). 
The  original  Mission  Branch  Library, 
closed  since  October  1997  for  seismic 
upgrades  and  access  renovations,  has  also 
undergone  extensive  remodeling.  The  inte- 
rior space  has  been  completely  reconfig- 
ured with  enhanced  lighting,  new  furniture 
and  computers,  an  enlarged  main  reading 
room,  a new'  elevator  and  murals  by  artist 
Emmanuel  Montoya.  The  newly  renovated 
Mission  Branch  Library  reopens  on 
Tuesday,  May  4,  at  10:00am. 

Victory  lor  Preservationists 

City  College  of  San  Francisco  goes  back  to 
the  drawing  board  with  its  plans  to  devel- 
op a campus  at  the  current  site  of  the  New 
Mission  Theatre  at  2550  Mission  Street 
Previous  plans  to  demolish  the  movie 
house  due  to  the  high  costs  of  renovation 
and  limited  funding  were  routed  by  the 
San  Francisco  Architectural  Heritage 
Foundation  (SFAHF)  and  the  Landmarks 
Preservation  Advisory  Board 

Bruce  Judd,  FAIA,  President  of  the 
Board  of  SFAHF  expressed  his  pleasure 
with  the  Board’s  decision.  “While  we  do 
not  want  to  stand  in  the  way  of  City 
College’s  planned  growth  into  this  vital 
San  Francisco  Neighborhood,  we  feel  that 
there  are  feasible  alternatives  to  demoli- 
tion of  this  significant  structure  We  feel 
that  upon  further  development  of  their 
plans,  City  College  will  be  able  to  satisfy 
both  their  own  needs  to  develop  a new 
campus,  as  well  as  the  goals  of  the  preser- 
vation community,”  he  said. 

The  original  New  Mission  Theatre 
(then  called  the  Premium)  opened  on  June 
6,  1910  and  was  the  city’s  first  theatre  built 
exclusively  for  motion  pictures.  The  small 
30  by  135  foot  brick  building  with  its 
beaux-arts  interior  and  facade  of  Spanish 
Colonial  and  beaux  arts  styles  was  the  pri- 
mary entertainment  destination  for  the 
working  class  residents  of  the  Mission  dis- 
trict. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

ASST.  MGR  RETAIL  P/T 
FUNKY  VALENCIA 
THRIFT  STORE 
OWNED  BY  DYNAMIC 
NONPROFIT 
$9  25/HR 

EXPERIENCE  REQD 
CALL  MELINDA 
(415)  206-9945 
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Keep  the  arts  alive 
through  the  Voluntary 
Arts  Contribution  Fund 


San  Francisco  property  taxpayers  can 
continue  to  support  the  City’s 
numerous  arts  and  cultural  organiza- 
tions by  contributing  this  April  to  the 
Voluntary  Arts  Contribution  Fund 
(VACF). 

By  adding  a donation  in  any  amount 
to  their  April,  1999  property  tax  payments, 
property  owners  can  directly  help  San 
Francisco's  small  theaters,  galleries,  musi- 
cal organizations  and  neighborhood  cen- 
ters that  often  do  not  have  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  capital  improvements  or  emer- 
gency needs.  The  VACF  brings  much 
needed  assistance  to  many  of  the  City’s 
non-profit  arts  and  cultural  organizations, 
continuing  to  make  arts  and  cultural  spaces 
better  for  all  San  Franciscans 

Due  to  taxpayers  generous  donations 
last  year,  a total  of  $150,000  in  grants  was 
shared  by  58  of  San  Francisco’s  neighbor- 
hood arts  and  cultural  groups;  the  largest 
distribution  in  the  VACF’s  fifteen-year  his- 
tory. Fund  recipients  have  included 
California  Contemporary  Dancers, 


Lorraine  Hansbury  Theatre.  The  Women's 
Building,  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe. 
San  Francisco  School  of  Circus  Arts  and 
the  Chinese  Culture  Foundation,  to  name  a 
few. 

Established  in  1984,  the  VACF  con- 
sists entirely  of  money  contributed  by  tax- 
payers, and  100  percent  of  the  money 
donated  to  the  VACF  is  distributed  to  the 
City’s  arts  and  cultural  organizations. 
Known  as  “the  little  grants  that  make  a big 
difference.”  this  unique  program  provides 
support  for  urgently  needed  equipment  or 
capitol  improvements,  including  safety 
hardware,  wheelchair  ramps,  special  light- 
ing and  fireproofing.  The  VACF  is  admin- 
istered by  Grants  for  the  Arts  of  the  San 
Francisco  Hotel  Tax  Fund. 

Renters  and  businesses  can  also  con- 
tribute to  VACF.  If  you  would  like  to  sup- 
port the  arts  through  the  Voluntary  Arts 
Contribution  Fund,  or  if  you  would  like  to 
know'  more  about  this  essential  arts  fund- 
ing program,  please  call  (415)  554-6710. 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 

• •••••••••••••••A  from  11am  to  10  pm 

3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia  • • • • 285-5200 


eñecieáieak 


. Miracle  Mjle  Makers 


Arguello  Financial  Services  has 
been  in  business  for  nearly  three  decades. 
This  family  owned  financial  firm  serves 
local  businesses  from  its  clean  and  orga- 
nized storefront  office.  They  provide 
restaurants,  body  shops  and  beauty  salons 
as  well  as  individual  customers  with  mul- 
tiple services  including  financial  planning, 
accounting,  and  refund  anticipation  loans. 
Arguello  Financial  boasts  a 10  percent 
annual  increase  in  the  number  of  cus- 
tomers it  serves  due  to  increasing  develop- 
ment in  the  Mission  District  and  a caring, 
amiable  and  bilingual  staff  of  five 
Arguello  family  members.  The  front  wait- 
ing area  is  stocked  full  of  informational 
pamphlets  including  earthquake  insurance 
material. 

Arguello  Financial  Services  is  located  at 
2456  Mission  Street  between  20th  and  2 1st 
Streets.  It 's  open  Monday  through  Friday, 
9:30am-6pm,  and  Saturday,  I0am-5pm. 
They  can  be  reached  by  phone,  (415)  282- 
8500  or  fax.  (415)  282-4530 


The  smell  of  burnt  sugar  permeates 
Magic  Donuts.  This  large,  bright  restau- 
rant located  on  the  comer  of  Mission  and 
20th  Streets,  promises  to  satisfy  any  sweet 
tooth  for  a relatively  low  price.  A sign  in 
the  window  boasts  “Mitchell's  famous  ice 
cream  sold  here.”  This  delightfully  retro 
restaurant  consists  of  four  green  booths, 
five  tables  and  a large  counter  that  spans 
nearly  the  entire  length  of  the  linoleum 
tiled  floor.  The  menu  (shades  of  “Happy 
Days”)  ranges  from  hamburgers,  hotdogs 
and  sandwiches  ($2.99)  to  devils  food 
cake  and  a wide  selection  of  donuts  ($4.95 
per  dozen).  Customers  in  need  of  caffi na- 
tion or  a quick  sugar  pickup  come  and  go 
quickly  at  this  popular  non-chain  fast  food 
enterprise. 


Magic  Donuts  is  located  at  2400  Mission 
Street  and  can  be  reached  at  (415)  824  - 
3302.  It  is  open  24  hours  a day,  seven  days 
a week. 


& NO 
GRILL 


A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  & 17th) 
Open  2 to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864*24  1 9 


The  Only  100%  Organic  Produce 
in  the  Mission 

The  Only  100%  Organic  Juice  Bar 

in  San  Francisco 

THAT'S  US! 


PLANET  H E ALT  H 

Foods  fora  Healthier  Planet 
524  Valencia  Street  • San  Francisco 


Mon-Sai:  9:30  vvi  10  9:30  pm  Si  n:  10  am  to  9:30  pm 
= A Woman-Owned  Business  ■ = 
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You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Buildin 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900  ^ 

g 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 

3 

-** 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorjf  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron,  R.D.H. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 
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Richard  Pitt 


Food,  Health  and  Money 


We  live  in  complicated  times. 

Especially  for  those  of  us  living 
in  urban  areas  because  we  have 
little  knowledge  of  where  our  food  is  com- 
ing from.  We  buy  it  in  supermarkets,  a 
combination  of  “fresh'’  foods  and  a variety 
of  other  packaged  foods.  The  development 
of  technology  like  freezing,  w hich  we  now 
take  for  granted,  has  transformed  our  abil- 
ity to  preserve  food  and  allows  us  to  trans- 
port it  great  distances  We  are  lucky  that 
we  now  can  enjoy  vegetables  and  fruits 
grown  around  the  world,  defying  the  local 
seasonal  variations  that  previously  limited 
what  we  could  eat.  In  the  past,  huge  quan- 
tities of  fresh  food  would  rot  before  reach- 
ing the  market  or  shops.  Now  we  transport 
vegetables  literally  throughout  the  world. 
In  the  USA,  huge  amounts  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  from  California  are  shipped  all 
over  the  country.  It  takes  a huge  network 
of  transportation  systems  to  do  this,  and 
the  costs  are  included  in  the  price  of  the 
product  on  the  market. 

As  the  commercial  implications  of 
agriculture  have  grown,  we  have  continu- 
ally looked  for  ways  to  maximize  the  yield 
of  crops  and  to  preserve  as  much  produce 
as  possible  to  supply  this  food  to  distant 
markets  On  the  surface,  it  all  seems  to 
make  sense  but  a closer  look  at  the 
processes  involved  brings  up  important 
questions  For  example,  we  are  now  suf- 
fering from  the  environmental  conse- 
quences of  widespread  use  of  fertilizers 
and  insecticides.  Water  tables  have  been 
contaminated,  soils  are  depleted  and  the 
quality  of  produce  has  declined  (Just  taste 
the  difference  between  an  organic  tomato 
and  a basic  commercial  variety).  The  more 
recent  advent  of  genetic  engineering  of 
food  has  caused  great  concern,  with  coun- 
tries in  Europe  banning  the  sale  of  food 
modified  in  this  way.  Monsanto,  one  of  the 
major  companies  in  this  field  have  spent 
great  sums  of  money  trying  to  convince 
the  public  that  there  is  no  harm  in  this 
food.  In  general,  most  people  remain  skep- 
tical. However,  there  are  concerns  with 


Ellen  Novogrodsky 

Attorney  at  Law 

▼ Tenant  Representation 

▼ Eviction  Defense 

▼ Habitability  Problems 

▼ Demand  Letters 

▼ 2nd  Parent  Adoptions 
▼'  Queer  Family  Law 

▼ Partnership  Protection 
Documents 

▼ Wills 

▼ Other  Civil  Matters 

Reasonable  Rates 
Flexible  Appointments 
Free  Initial  Consultation 
(415)  255-3626 
3163  Mission  Street 
Suite  300 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
please  call  for  an  appt 


biotechnology  companies  establishing 
patents  on  products  that  indigenous  peo- 
ples have  used  for  hundreds  of  years,  or 
any  attempts  to  create  a monopoly  in  the 
sale  of  seeds  essential  for  agriculture. 

Another  great  cause  for  concern  is  the 
irradiation  of  food.  The  food  industry  is  in 
favor  of  allowing  food  to  be  irradiated  to 
help  preserve  it.  Over  the  last  fifty’  years, 
the  proponents  of  irradiated  foods  in  the 
scientific  community  have  continually 
lowered  the  standard  of  what  are  “accept- 
able" levels  of  radiation.  Public  attitudes 
have  also  changed  since  the  early  days  of 
atmospheric  nuclear  tests  w hen  indigenous 
people  in  Australia,  the  Pacific  Islands,  the 
USA  and  elsewhere  were  exposed  to  high 
levels  of  radiation.  In  the  past,  people  did- 
n’t hesitate  to  stick  their  foot  into  a x-ray 
machine  to  find  the  correct  shoe  size,  and 
radiation  was  used  to  treat  skin  conditions 
quite  routinely.  We  now  know  that  the  long 
term  effects  of  radiation  as  well  as  imme- 
diate short-term  effects  can  be  deadly.  The 
industry’s  response  has  been  that  radiation 
is  already  found  in  nature,  and  that  the 
amount  of  radiation  exposed  to  the  food  is 
minimal.  How  many  times  have  we  heard 
this  before?  Not  only  would  the  food  be 
irradiated,  but  it  will  also  be  contaminated 
with  the  chemical  by-products  of  that 
process,  like  formaldehyde,  formic  acid 
and  benzene.  These  products  are  not  very 
good  for  you! 

The  days  when  we  bought  food  from 
the  local  market,  from  the  farmer  who 
lived  and  worked  in  our  community  may 
be  largely  over.  Yet,  we  should  not  allow 
an  industry  that  puts  profits  above  quality 
and  safety  to  contaminate  our  food.  Try  to 
buy  organic  food  when  possible,  support 
farmers  who  grow  this  produce,  join  local 
organic  co-ops.  To  find  out  more  about 
irradiated  food,  write  to  Food  and  Water, 
Walden,  VT  05873. 

Richard  Pitt  is  a health  consultant  and 
teacher  of  homeopathy. 

New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 
A • 1 Fax:  695-2838 


“OUR  MISSION  IS  THE  MISSION?” 


Information  Fair 
for  Mission  District 


Workshops,  demonstrations,  free  assistance,  sign-up 
for  programs  and  all  your  questions  answered  about 
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Cleaner  Streets 
Garbage  and 
Recycling  Services 
Safety 
Parking 

Graffiti  Removal 


© fln£y°ur 
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’ pt'*es  ’ 


Good  for  the  community 

AND  your  bottom  line! 

Saturday,  April  17 
10  am  - 3 pm 
Cesar  Chavez  School 

825  Shotwell  Street 

For  more  information  call  554-3400 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


554-RECYcle 
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Hispani' 
of  Con 


ommerce 


SF  Department  of 
Public  Works 


Sunset  Scavenger 
Company 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 





SPECIALIZED  C 


SCHWINN 

TREK 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  — All  Makes  and  Models 


Mon-Sat  10-0, 


1065  & 1077  Valencia 

550-6600  (Sales)  550  6601  (Repairs) 
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Lanza  • Redken  • Nioxin  • Joico  • Bain  de  Terre  • Graham  Webb  • • • 1 

Holliday’S  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Corte  de  Cabello  y Estilos  • Perms 
Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment  Open  7 Days  a Week 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  & Men 


Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  Barbara  Bennett 


1166  -find  Street  (at  Mission)  81 1 *9410 
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Deborah  Jo  Shachnow,  C.M.T. 

Zen  Shiatsu 

Insight  Bodywork  • Yoga  Instruction 

• Certified  Massage  Therapist  in  Zen  Shiatsu  and  Insight 

Bodywork  - San  Francisco  School  of  Massage 

• Certified  Bikram  Yoga  Instructor  - Yoga  College  of  India 

Massage  Appointments  415-289-7088 

! 
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Happy  Birthday 
to  Me 

I come  complete 

into  this  cage  of  circumstance 

into  this  calm  of  desperate  pain 

I enter  freely 

into  your  embrace 

and  the  blade 

held  in  your  other  hand 


Feliz  Cumpleaños 
a Mí 

Llego  completa 
a esta  jaula  de  circunstancia 
esta  calma  de  dolor  desesperado 
llegó  libremente 
a tu  abrazo 
y la  navaja 

que  aguantes  en  la  otra  mano 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BEN  EFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs),  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 

BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOBNM 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1 9 37  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


I come  complete 
into  this  dance  I dance 
with  one  foot  dragging  bones 
the  other  curving  on  the  snake 
I move 

between  shadows  that  can’t  explain 
through  cycles  of  truths  and  lies 
through  my  own  image 
in  your  eyes  of  unavoidable  mirror 

I evolve 
spinning 

through  countless  histories 
and  all  the  time  that  they  require 
I step 

as  if  through  a half  door 
connecting  narrow  spaces 
of  time  and  place 


Llego  completa 
a este  danza  que  yo  bailo 
con  un  pie  arrastrando  huesos 
el  otro  encorvado  sobre  la  serpiente 
yo  voy 

entre  sombras  que  no  pueden  explicar 
entre  ciclos  de  verdades  y mentiras 
por  mi  propia  imagen 
en  tus  ojos  de  espejo  inevitable 

Yo  evoluciono 
dando  vueltas 

mediante  historias  incontables 
y todo  el  tiempo  que  requieren 
paso 

como  entrando  a una  media  puerta 
conectando  espacios  estrechos 
de  tiempo  y lugar 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Fulltime  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


into  this  life  completely 
I enter  changed 
and  changing 

-La  Huérfana  © 1992 


a esta  vida  completamente 
yo  entro  cambiada 
y cambiante 

-La  Huérfana  © 1992 
Traducido  por  Alfonsito 


Recycle  10%  More! 

And  Raise  $10,000  for  Neighborhood 
Summer  Environmental  Programs  for  Kids 


Just  by  recycling  10%  more,  programs  for  kids  in  your  neighborhood  will 
receive  $10,000  for  summer  environmental  programs.  Kids  Count! 

So,  accept  the  challenge  and  recycle  more!  Now  through  June  30. 


Sot  Ftotosco 

RECYCLING 


Call  554-RECYde  for  more  information 


Participating  Neighborhood»  Boyview/Hunter»  Point,  Bernal  He.ght»,  Mijjion,  Pórtala,  Potrero  Hill,  & Visitación  Valley 
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Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


Oumou  Sangare  makes  a rare  appearance  at  the  Great  American  Music 


Crossroads 
in  Cartagena 

The  Caribbean  coast  of  Colombia  has 
long  been  a cradle  for  developments 
in  Afro-Latino  music.  Cartagena 
was  the  main  port  through  which  the  first 
slaves  brought  to  the  New  World  entered. 
The  region  around  Cartagena  has  great  his- 
torical significance  as  a semi-autonomous 
region  populated  by  escaped  slaves  and 
their  ancestors  who  mixed  with  the  indige- 
nous peoples.  Known  in  legend  as 
Palenque,  the  mountainous  region  where 
men  were  as  free  as  the  fresh  air,  this  area 
was  famous  for  its’  African  and  Creole 
culture  as  well  as  its’  fierce  independence. 

In  this  area  of  the  world,  as  in  most  of 
the  poorer  areas  of  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean,  there  are  few  venues  for  live 
music.  The  average  person  cannot  afford 
to  go  to  a concert,  and  many  musicians  do 
not  even  have  their  own  instruments.  Yet, 
music  is  everywhere  because  of  the  DJs 
with  their  sound  systems  who  play  for  the 
masses  They  set  up  in  courtyards  or  other 
open  areas  with  dozens  of  large  speakers 
and  blast  music  all  weekend  long. 

DJs  from  Cartagena  provide  a unique 
sound  mix,  although  perhaps  in  Panama, 
Belize,  or  the  Latino -Caribbean  crossroads 
of  Brooklyn  you  might  hear  some  similar 
diversity.  In  Cartagena,  the  DJs  spin  musi- 
cal styles  ranging  from  Colombian 
Cumbia,  Salsa,  and  Son  Caribeño,  to 
Merengue  and  Haitian  Compás,  Soca, 
Zouk  and  Dance  hall  Reggae.  They  will 
also  through  Afro-Beat  and  West  Africa 
Highlife,  Congolese  Soukous.  and  South 
African  Mbaqanga  into  the  mix.  I remem- 
ber how  shocked  I was  to  find  a 
Colombian  pirate  record  that  had  Soukous 
on  one  side,  and  South  African  Township 
music  on  the  other  These  diverse  musical 
styles  have  one  common  denominator, 
their  African  heritage,  and  they  blend  like 
the  bloodlines  of  Creole  culture. 

Cumbia  has  always  been  a musical 
form  that  could  easily  adopt  other  forms  of 
music.  Given  its’  ambiance  it  should  be  no 
surprise  that  musicians  in  Cartagena  have 
incorporated  these  many  diverse  styles 
into  their  music  and,  finally,  there  is  a CD 
compilation  that  reflects  this  diversity. 
Champeta  Criolla  - New  African  Music 
from  Colombia,  includes  many  of  the  most 
popular  artists  and  hits  from  the  past  twen- 
ty years.  Distributed  out  of  France  on 


Hall  on  April  9. 

Palenque  Records,  the  CD  includes  exten- 
sive liner  notes  in  both  French  and 
Spanish. 

Kara’s  sana  adiar  Cai aorta» 
Musical  Essentials 

Recent  collections  released  by  Riverboat 
include,  perhaps,  the  three  most  important 
Colombian  popular  artists  of  the  past 
twenty  years  - Joe  Arroyo,  The  Latin 
Brothers,  and  Fruko.  Fruko  was  the  bass 
player  and  arranger  for  the  Latin  Brothers 
but  he  has  many  releases  under  his  name 
Arroyo  is  Cartagena’s  most  popular  native 
so  a He  started  as  a singer  with  the  Latin 
Brothers  in  the  seventies  and  by  the  eight- 
ies reached  superstar  status  with  his  pow- 
erful live  performances  showcasing  his 
soaring  voice  and  his  musical  Son 
Caribeño  style  of  Salsa. 

WOWiaOMOl 

Oumou  Sangare,  the  superb  female  vocal- 
ist from  Mali,  will  be  performing  live  with 
her  band  at  the  Great  American  Music  Hall 
on  April  9.  The  last  time  she  played  here 
was  sensational  as  I am  sure  this  coming 
show  will  be.  Since  her  first  recordings  in 
the  late  eighties,  she  has  become  one  of  the 
most  popular  African  vocalists  ever,  in 
both  Africa  and  abroad.  She  plays  tradi- 
tional music  accompanied  by  stringed 
instruments,  flute,  drums  and  percussion, 
and  chorus  vocalists.  Visually  the  presen- 
tation should  be  captivating  as  well. 

Ttarsrtays  at  the  BIm  Um 

These  live  sessions  continue  to  be  a seri- 
ous dance  nights.  Coming  this  month: 

April  1 - Jesus  Diaz  & QBA  (hot  Cuban 
Salsa) 

April  8 - Ritmo  y Armonía  (classic  Cuban) 

April  22  - West  African  Highlife  Band 

April  29  - Francisco  Aguabella  (legendary 
master  Cuban  percussionist  and  his 
group).  For  more  information  call  (415) 
255-  8411. 

ItfcarVMMS 

The  West  African  Highlife  Band  will  also 
play  during  a free  in-store  appearance  at 
Amoeba  Music  on  Haight  Si  (@  Stanyan) 
Saturday,  April  17,  at  2pm. 

On  Saturday,  April  24,  DJ  BabaLoup 
provides  musical  ambiance  to  A Night  in 
Old  Havana  at  ChaChaCha/McCarthy ’s 
bar  and  restaurant  on  Mission  Street 
(between  19th  & 20th). 


Mission  Camera  Shop 

Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 

with  or  without  borders 

$12.63  24  exp.,  $16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 

V^^Develop  Only  BAV  Film  (35mm) 
k $2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplies,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-F  11-5  Sat 


10  a. in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Mti joy  Credit  Cords  Accepted 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


* * * * *'*  * # $ a»  « 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


CD  Player 

16th  & Ca ff  $t. 
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2990  -16th  Street, 

Open  7 


Francisco 


10  a.m.;2  a.m. 


‘Awareness  is  Revolutionary" 

Ven  Urygen  Sangharakslnta  j 


Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm. 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program.  ( 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 

37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  • 282-2018  • www/bluelotus  com/sfbc 
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* Don’t  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores’  discount  coupons! 


Fine  Custom  Framing  & Gallery 


« 

^ Expert  Picture  Framing 

# That  Works  with 

® Your  Art! 

# 


w 

• Beveled 
l Mirror 
; Sale 

* 24”  x 36” 

: $3995 


$3999 


Framing  Sale 

While  You  Wait 
Framing  Special 

. Up  to  24”  x 36” 

Includes  frame,  glass,  mounting,  wire  & hooks. 
Metal  Frames  only,  Monday  thru  Friday  only. 
Limit  2 per  customer.  Offer  expires  May  3. 1999. 


The  Largest  Selection  of 
Readymade  Frames 
in  San  Francisco 


934  Valencia  @ 20th  St. 


“Still  the  Best  Framing  in  San  Francisco!”  m 


frames@back2picture.com 


Telephone:  (415)  826-2321  www.back2picture.com  * 


j AT  OUR  MEXICAN  GRILLS 

g ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER 

% 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA 
* 431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


